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THE FRANCISCAN MOVEMENT AND ITS MISSIONS IN CHINA 
INTRODUCTION 


The study of the Franciscan movement is 
a fascinating one that leads the student into many 
pleasant and inspiring fields. Because of its very 
wealth of interest, however, one's study must be 
carefully restricted to certain limits in order that 
definite conclusions may be reached, At the begin- 
ning of this study, therefore, it will be well to 
state the limits within which we plan to confine our 
investigation. We are to view the Franciscan move- 
ment, taking its rise in the thirteenth century with 
St. Francis of Assisi, as a great missionary move- 
ment, missionary because it was vital,- the most 
vital force of the church in its day. We shall try 
briefly to sketch the life of its founder, indicating 
as well as we may in brief space, how he was at once 
a child of his day and also able to bring a new note 
into the Christianity of his time. We shall notice 
particularly his interest in carrying the gospel to 
all peoples, his own missionary tours and the mission- 
ary work of his immediate followers, Without going 
into a detailed account of the growth of the Order of 
Minor Friars after the death of St. Francis we shall 
pass rapidly to the story of the first Minor Friars to 
go to Asia, and from this point on our study will deal 
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particularly with the lives and work of Franciscan 
missionaries to China, As they were the first "ortho- 
dox" missionaries to China of whom we have any record, 
the Franciscan missionaries of the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries will be studied in some detail. From 
the establishing of the Ming Dynasty in 1368 to the 


present day only a brief survey will be given. 
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Chapter I 
The Period in which St. Francis Lived 


Francis of Assisi was not a man living 
pefore his time, not a unique phenomenon, but rather 
one who combined in himself the best and purest of 
his day and who, just because he was the incarnation 
of the ideals of multitudes, found himself tremendous- 
ly popular, and was regarded as a saint Rott before 
his death, He lived in a world which was astir with 
restlessness, At a time when the papacy had come to 
its greatest temporal power under the great Innocent 
III, there was still much that was morally wrong with 
the church, The very fact that the church had great 
possessions tended to wean away the interests of the 
clergy from the care of people to care of property, . 
and with the rank and file of priests, there had grown 
up a passion for money rather than a passion for souls, 
"Eeclesiastical offices were sought by those who covet- 
ed their revenues, but paid all too little attention to 
the duties involved, There was scarcely a preferment 
which a bishop could not and did not sell, The supreme 
qualification for priesthood came to be the ability to 
pay for the benefice, Simony was rife, especially after 


the eighth century. In some cities, Milan for example, 


me 3 : soa Noy 
os Bhar deity. 


pevid etonstt ,t@ doldw at bolt ie 


ewer nam s von aa teteeA to elonstt 
gestern dud  ostemonedg eiio Lay a ton ,omtd ald etoted 
a to teem ne teed ont. tLoemia nt Beatdmos ow 80 

nottsnrrsont edt esw ed sapeoed tent ,odw Sis yeh eld 


< cpyobuomert ‘tLeemta Bausot ,eehutitiom to efsebt edt +0. 


etoted move tixise © ee bebreget esw bas , telsgog ve 


ddiw aites eew dotdw Siarow s nt bevil eH ,dtsed aid 
of aio O bad beste! sit sedw omit s tA -eeonpeoltees 


an tresonnt teers, edt tebus rewog [stoqmet seetsets ath 


itviw acoww yiiserom sew tadt doum Ilite esw etedd ,Iit 


ise Sed dowde edt tedd tost yrev edT domo edt 


edt to atasvetnt ext yews nsew ot Bbebned anolesearoqg 


«Ytteqotc to exse ot siqoeg to e180 eid moxt yarefs 


ewors bad etedt ,adesixng to efit bus anet edit diiw Sas 


eivoe Tot noleesq « nsdt tedés yenom tot rokeesg & gi 


-tevoo odw seodt yd tdagoe etow esottto fsottdsteeLooa" 
ot mottnetts ofitti cot Ifs itng dunt _eeumevet thedt be 
tnemustetq s Ylootzoe saw otedT ,bevfovat aettud ot 
emerge eff .ffce tom Dib bus tom Slvoo qodatd s dotsiw 
ot ytilids edt ed ot emse boodtesttq tot soltsoltifeup 


‘wedts (llstoeqse ,stit aaw Uromi & .eottened edt tot 


.siqmaxe tot ssliM ,setdio smtos aI .yusdneo dédate edd 


Scarcely a priest was free from this sin. . . The minutes 
of the synods are full of censures and punishment for the 
secular clergy, who are condemned for betting, gambling, 
hawking, intemperance, avarice, fornication, and for 
other offenses even more serious. Of the eighty coun- 
cils held in France in the eleventh century, all de- 
nounced the lawlessness of the laity and the unchastity 
of the clergy." (1) The epistle of Innocent III to the 
Archbishop of Narbonne gives such a clear picture of 
conditions from a contemporary that I quote it below. He 
calls the priesthood "Blind, dumb dogs that cannot bark, 
Simoniacs that sell justice, absolve the rich and condemn 
the poor. They do not keep the laws of the church much 
less of the state, They accumulate benefices for them- 
selves and entrust the priesthood and ecclesiastical 
dignities to unworthy priests and illegitimate children, 
- « e in this region the prelates are the laughing stock 
of the laity. And the cause of this evil is the arch- 
bishop himself, He knows no other god than money. His 
heart is a bank. .. When a church falls vacant, he re- 
frains from nominating an incumbent and appropriates 

the income. .. In his diocese, monks and canons regular 
have renounced their order and married wives; they have 
become money-lenders, lawyers, jugglers, and doctors,"(2) 
Though there were doubtless many God-fearing priests 
laboring in obscure places, they were certainly in the 


minority and had little influence in the reforming of 


1. Davison, The Forerunners of St. Francis. p.21 ff. 
e.pevieon, op.cit, p. 25. 
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the church, During the eleventh and twelfth centuries 

the voices of men demanding that the clergy be true to 
their original aims became more and more insistent, There 
was &@ growing emphasis on poverty as an invariable accom- 
paniment of genuine Christianity and a feeling that 
Christian leaders and ReBehe rt shout’ practise evangel- 
ical poverty. 

This desire on the part of sincere Christians 
is clearly shown in the growth of the monastic orders of 
the eleventh and twelfth centuries - particula?ly the Car- 
thusians, the Cistercians, the "Good Men of Grammont", and 
the Premonstratensians, all of whom emphasized poverty as 
an absolute essential in living the Christian life, But 
the monastic movements in the church at the time were not 
the only movements of reform, The twelfth century saw the 
rise of a number of groups whose emphasis was similar, 
put which, for one reason or another, were not accepted 
by the church and were therefore regarded as heresies, 


though, viewed with unprejudiced eyes today , they are 
seen to have been just as sincere efforts for reform 


as the monastic movements which the church did approve. 
There is no space to discuss these movements here or to 
tell the stories of their leaders. But the sects of 
Arnold of Brescia, the Humiliati, the Cathari, and above 
all, the Waldensians, or "Poor Men of Lyons", all laid 
the same emphasis on the absolute need of evangelical 


poverty in the lives of those who would live like Christ. 
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Viewed in the light of these movements, the greatest 
of which - the Waldensiens - was contemporary with it, 
we may see that the Franciscan movement with its like 
emphasis on poverty and simplicity, was not at all 
unique, but was rather in line with the spirit of the 
times. 

The twelfth and thirteenth centuries were 
also the centuries of the Aaesaeus Great enthusiasm 
was stirred up by Popes and church leaders for military 
campaigns to win back the Holy Land from Mohammedan 
infidels, The Crusades were not permanently successful 
in their announced purpose of taking the Holy Land for 
Christendom, but their effect upon Europe was tremendous. 
Crusaders returned with new ideas of the world, with a 
thirst for knowledge and an appreciation of the Saracens 
that they had not had before. It was the time of knight- 
hood. Dreams of knightly deeds were in the heart of every 
boy, and songs of knights and their heroism were being 
sung everywhere by the singing poets, the Troubadors, 
Their songs of love and adventure made a deep impress- 
ion upon the minds of the young, not least upon Francis 
himself, Feudalism was breaking down and the small city 
state was taking its place, There was a restless dissatis- 
faction with existing economic and social conditions, 
coupled with a confusion of thought and an meas en- 
thusiasm for ill-defined ideals. It was an age of the 
awakening of the spirit, the early springtime when only 


a few but unmistakable signs are visible of the inner 
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restless urge of new life, With Francis the spring was 
to come in all its beauty of leaf and flower, The church 
Still dominated the minds and lives of the people. The 
Crusades were undertaken in the name of religion, and 
all the great movements of thought were influenced in- 
evitably by the church, Like the other movements mention- 
ed above, Francis’ movement was one of reform, It was 
more successful than any of the others, however, and 

was never denounced as heretical by the aataal The 
reason for this was simply because of Francis, The 
movement is not unique in the history of the age, The 


character of Francis stands without parallel. 
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Chapter ii § 
The Life of St. Francis 


Born at Assisi, in the province of Umbria, 
Italy, in 1181, Francis grew up a normal boy, with all 
the normal boy's liking for fun and good times and 
dreams of someday becoming a great knight. He was popular 
with his companions, partly because his father, a wealthy 
merchant, allowed him plenty of money to entertain them 
well, largely, we may be sure, because he was a likeable 
and happy comrade, Though happy and pleasure-loving, 
there seems to have been a vein of seriousness in his 
makeup from the very beginning which kept him from sink- 
ing to the depths of immorality to which some of his 
companions fell. He always felt a kindliness toward the 
unfortunate and a reverence for God, characteristics 
which later became most pronounced in his life. He be- 
came an aspirant for knighthood, and one day when about 
twenty-two, rode away to join a great knight in a cam- 
paign to gain Sicily for Innocent III. We do not know 
precisely what happened, but we do know that he only 
reached Spoleto when he was stricken with a fever that 
sent him to bed, and that the next day he returned to 
Assisi. He was somehow a changed man and began to think 
not of knighthood in war but the knighthood of the 
cross. From this time on he spent much time in serious 
thought and went often on long solitary walks. He made a 
pilgrimage to Rome, marked by his generosity in giving 


not only at St. Peter's tomb but alsoto beggars. Return- 
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ed to Assisi, after a struggle he overcame his feeling 
of loathing and paid a visit to the nearby lazaretto. He 
then became a constant visitor and sympathetic friend of 
the lepers, and in this service he found a keen joy and 
satisfaction such as he had never before experienced, He 
also went often to the little chapel of St. Damian in 
the suburbs of Assisi. One day while praying there before 
the crucifix he underwent a great spiritual change. He 
had a vision of Jesus which set him in ecstasy and which 
convinced him that he was privileged to live in union 
with Christ. This vision never left him; and the glory 

of Francis is that he translated his mystical experiences 
which were frequent and wonderful, into practical deeds. 
He set about at once to think of a way to repayJesus 

for all that He had done for him, His first idea led 

him into trouble with his father. He was publicly dis- 
owned, and with joy he renounced all, giving up even the 
clothes on his back, and saying, "From now on I shall 

say only,'Our Father who art in Heaven'" We cannot linger 
over the story of his religious experiences which followed, 
of his labors in repairing chapels, and of helping lepers 
and other outcasts. In 1209 he was worehi peiuc one day 

in the little chapel of St. Mary of the Angels known as 
the Portiuncula, also in the suburbs of Assisi, when the 
words of the priest reading the gospel fell upon his ears 


with new meaning, The words were,"Wherever ye go, preach, 
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saying, the kingdom of Heaven is at hand, Heal the sick, 
cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give. Provide neither silver nor gold 

nor brass in your purses, neither serip nor two coats, 

nor shoes nor staff, for the laborer is worthy of his meat,'" 
(Mt.x.7-10) This he felt to be a definite call to his future 
vocation and the next day he went up to Assisi and began 

to preach to the poor, He met with instant success and 
disciples joined him, When there were twelve, he went to 
Rome and after much delay obtained the verbal sanction 

of Innocent III on his enterprise. This was in the sum- 

mer of 1210, From then on his movement grew with incred- 
ible rapidity. 

The reason for its growth is surely due, 
partly, to its being suitable to the age. But the great 
reason, as I suggested above, was Francis, He emphasized 
poverty, as other leaders of his time had done and were 
doing, but he added a note of joy which gave it an ir- 
resistible appeal to many. He was "God's juggler"- a 
joyous, penniless troubadour, wedded to Lady Poverty 
and thoroughly happy in his condition, He preached direct, 
heartsearching messages to the common people, messages 
which wrought changes in their lives, but his greatest 
power lay in his life, He was continually helping the 
unfortunate and showing sympathy to the outcast and despis- 
ed. His life was so literally Christlike that people were 


stirred to the depths by their contact with him, He was 
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a poet and with a tender and wivia imagination not only 
entered sympathetically into the lives of other people, 
but even felt a kindred feeling for birds and flowers, 
the sun, wind, fire, water, and all things of nature. 
His great contribution to his age and all ages was that 
he made religion concrete, He was not a philanthropist, 
or lover of men, but he was something far greater and 
more difficult of attainment, a lover of the individual 
man, He never bothered about polemics and arguments but 
went directly to the practical application of the gos- 
pel as he understood it. Not by words but by the incar- 
nation of the pure Christian ideal did Francis refute 
heretics or meet the arguments of those who disagreed 
with him, As Sabatier says," The only weapon which he 
would use against the wicked was the holiness of a life 
so full of love as to enlighten and revive those about 


him, and compel them to love." (1) 


The Original "Rule" 

The first men to join him were united in a 
sort of loosely organized brotherhood, The "Rule" of that 
time was simply a selection of three scripture passages 
describing what Jesus demanded of his first disciples 
when he called them, The first was Mt.xix.21, "If thou 
wilt be perfect, go, sell that thou hast, and give to the 


poor, and thou shalt have treasure in Heaven, and come 


1, Sabatier. St... Francis of Assisi. p. 45. 
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and follow me." The second was Lk. ix 1-6; which cor- 
responds to Mt.x.7-10, which had meant so much to 
Francis himself, The last was Mt.xvi.24-26, which 

deals with cross-bearing and losing life to find it. 
After entering the order they were to continue to ex- 
ercise the calling which they had in the world, and if 
they had none they were to aan one. For payment they 
were to accept only the food that was necessary for 
them, but in case that was i eae taradiet aay might beg. 
They were naturally permitted to own the instruments of 
their calling, but nothing else. Like Francis they were 
to be the spouses of Poverty. As the number grew he 
arranged for conferences with them, usually at Whit- 
sunday and Michaelmas(September 29) each year, when all 
should try to be together at Portiuncula, which had be- 
come their church home and meeting place. After the con- 
ferences the brothers were sent out in all directions like 
travellers, His directions to them were as follows: "Let 
us consider that God in His goodness has not called us 
merely for our own salvation, but also for that of many 
men, that we may go through all the world exhorting men 
more by our example than by our words, to repent of their 
sins and bear the commandments in mind!'('1)He had a vision 
of reaching the whole world, as the above quotation and 


the following words to his disciples show: "Have no fear, 


1. Sabatier. op. cit. p.84. 
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for very soon many nobles and Vearned nee? WIL come to 
you; they will be with you preaching to kings and prin- 
ces and to a multitude of peoples, Many will be converted 
to the Lord all over the world, who will multiply and in- 
erease his family." (1) He imparted this vision to his 
followers who went forth on their mission feeling that 
the grand and final consummation of a11 prophetic hopes 
was at hand - that they were to have the privilege of 
helping to usher in the new Jerusalem -- the city of God 
on earth, 
Francis' Missionary Tours 

Francis himself went on missionary journeys, 
After his conversion he was still a knight at heart, 
with a longing for the unknown and a thirst for adventure 
and sacrifice which he satisfied in undertaking long 
journeys to other peoples for the sake of the gospel. 
In the autumn of 1212 he set out on a voyage to the Holy 
Land to evangelize the Saracens. Storms prevented his 
reaching the goal and he was forced to return to Italy. 
Again in 1214 he attempted a trip to Morocco but got only 
as far as Spain when sickness compelled him to return 
to his own land, Three years later he determined to go 
to France, a country which had always fascinated him, 
and for which he had been named, Cardinal Ugolini, after 
much time spent in arguing with him, finally persuaded 
him that it would not be best for him to go. In econ- 
versation with the Cardinal, Francis made a4 great mis- 


Sionary declaration: "But, monsignor, it would be a 


——s- 


1, Sabatier, op.cit. p.84. 
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great disgrace for me to send my brethren far away while 
I remained idly here, sharing none of the tribulations 
which they must undergofl1)In reply to the question, Why 
send them so far away? Francis replied warmly, "Do you 
think that God raised up the brothers for the sake of 
this country alone? Verily I say unto you God has raised. 
them up for the awakening and the salvation of all men, 
and they shall win souls not only in the countries of 
those who believe, but also in the very midst of the in- 
fidels." Though he did not go to France himself, a few 
months later he sent Brother Pacifico to that country. 
Among the friars accompanying Pacifico was Brother Ag- 
nello di Pisa who in 1224 was put at the head of the 
first mission to England, In the same year that Brother 
Pacifico went to France, (1217), St. Francis sent out 

a mission to Syria, under the leadership of Brother 
Elias, a very capable man who conducted work among the 
crusaders with a great degree of success, Another mission 
was a ent out after the chapter general in 1217. This was 
the first mission to Germany under the leadership of 
Brother Giovanni di Penna, It was not a very successful 
undertaking due to the fact that the friars were com- 
pletely ignorant of the language of the section of 

Europe to which they went. It remained for Caesar of 
Speyer, whom Elias received into the Order in his Mission 
in Syria, to go to Germany a ae years later and in less 


than two years time (1221-1223) to make the conquest of 


1, Sabatier. op. cit. p. 209. 
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all Southern Germany, In 1217 missions were also sent 

out to Hungary and to Spain, The langueee difficulty 
prevented the mission in Hungary from being very success- 
ful. The missionaries to Spain were suspected of being 
false Catholics, and to escape persecution they moved 

on to Portugal where Queen Uracca gave them protection 
and where they established strong work in Lisbon and in 
several other important centers. 

Francis finally succeeded in making a miss- 
ionary journey to the Saracens. With a party of eleven 
friars he sailed in June, 1219, for Egypt on a ship carry- 
ing crusaders, He found much work to do among the crusaders 
as they gathered to attack Damietta, There were many 
among them with sincere and generous purposes who were 
only too glad to enter Francis' peaceful army of Brothers 
Minor, Here he won a great number of fellow laborers 
who were later to insure the success of his work in the 
countries of Northern Europe. But his work did not con- 
sist alone in reaching his fellow crusaders, He longed to 
reach the Saracens and to preach to them, Like his great 
follower later in the century, Raymond Lull, - he was con- 
vineed that the way to win the Moslem, was not by the 
sword but by love. Stories are told of the way in which 
he, with some of his companions, fearlessly went into the 
camp of the Saracens and preached to them and even succeed- 
ed in having an interview with the sultan. He was able to 


accomplish very little, though he and the friars with him 
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were treated with great consideration, which is most re- 
markable when we remember that hostilities were then at 
their height. From Damietta Francis made his way to the 
Holy Land, where he remained until che summer of 1220, 
when he was called back to Italy by members of his order 
to act in the critical situation which had developed 
during his absence, 
Reorganization of Order Following 1220 

He called a special Chapter General in Septem- 
ber 1220, when a papal bull was issued making the order 
a part of the church in the strictest sense, and when he 
resigned his position as Minister General. It seems clear 
that the order had grown too large both in numbers and in 
extent of territory served, for such a loose and simple 
form of organization as Francis had hitherto used. The 
early simplicity and spontaneity were to some extent 
temporarily lost when the order grew to such huge pro- 
portions as it had reached by 1220. With Cardinal Ugo- 
lini's counsel Francis now undertook to draft a new Rule 
for the Order, This was finally revised and adopted by 
the Chapter General of 1223. It is not necessary in this 
study to make mention of the special features of the Rule 
of 1223 except to say that much of the early simplicity 
and childlike trust has been lost; that, as Sabatier says, 
the simple call of Jesus and the corresponting act of man 
leaving all to follow, as in the Rule of 1210, has been 
changed to a " reciprocal contract . On the divine side, 
the call has become a command; on the human, the free im- 


pulse of love has become an act of submission, by which 
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life eternal will be earned,"(1) Whether this is entire- 
ly fair or not, we may be sure that as the order was fit- 
ted into the general machinery of the church its freedom 
and unconventionality were inevitably lost to a large 
extent. The pope was beginning to sense the possibilities 
of this order, and the Dominican order which had also just 
been established, as a group of clergy under obligations 
to him alone, and who consequently could be used for 
special missions of various sorts, - of discipline, of in- 
vestigation, as ambassadors to other courts as well as for 
purely missionary journeys. In a bull of March 27,1222, 
Honorius III gave full powers to the Preachers (Dominicans) 
and Minors (Franciscans) of Lisbon to proceed against the 
bishop and clergy of that city in certain matters of dis- 
pute, This would seem to indicate clearly that the aim of 


the church was to transform these friars into deputies of 


the Holy See, 
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1. Sabatier. op. cit. p. 255. 
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Chapter III 
The Order of Minor Friars 
Development during Years Following Death of St. Francis 
Francis died in 1226 leaving an organization 

of several thousand friars scattered over Europe, besides 
a strong order of sisters under St. Clara and many thous- 
and. adherents or members of a"Third Order."It is true 
that much of the simplicity and primitive ardor of the 
first years of his movement had been lost, but the order 
was far from dead, There were divisions among friars who 
wanted the strict observance of the earlier rule and 
those who wanted a more liberal interpretation, and for 
a number of years the order was prevented from great growth 
because of inward dissension. A great period of develop- 
ment began under Friar Elias, who became Minister General 
in 1232. He, though one of the first and most intimate of 
Francis' disciples, decidedly favored a liberal policy 
in the interpretation:of the Rule. The Pope at the time, 

Gregory IX, was the former Cardinal Ugolini, who had had 
great influence in securing the enactment of the Rule of 
1223. He was also heartily in sympathy with a policy of 
relaxation. He and Elias had cooperated in building a 
great basilica and monastery at Assisi in memory of 
Francis, and later he issued a bull which declared, among 
other things, that trustees might hold and administer 
money for the order, 

During this period of development under 

Elias the order was extraordinarily prosperous, I have 


already mentioned some of the earlier missions of the 
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order, undertaken while Faatbackene still at the head, 
We may review them briefly here, mentioning also the ex- 
pansion which took place under Elias during the period 
from 1232-1239, Francis himself attempted missionary 
journeys, in 1212 to the Holy Land, in 1214 to Morocco, 
and planned in 1217 to go to France, In the latter year 
he sent out missions to France, to Germany, to Hungary , 
to Spain, and to Syria. The mission to France was very 
successful, and the one to Spain, though meeting with 
opposition in that country, found a place for successful 
work in Portugal, while the missions to Germany and Hun- 
gary were without results because of the language dif- 
ficulty. In Syria Brother Elias,as has been mentioned 
above, conducted a very successful mission. Francis 
himself went to Egypt and to the Holy Land in 1219, 

and on his return to Italy in 1220, was accompanied, 
among others, by Brother Elias and Brother Caesar of 
Speyer. The latter was sent on a mission ae Southern 
Germany after the Chapter General of 1221, Eighteen 
months later he returned to report that the cities of 
Wurzburg, Mayence, Worms, Speyer, Strasburg, Cologne, 
Salzburg and Ratisbon all had become Franciscan centers, 
and that the ideas were spreading through all southern 
Germany. The next step in extending the influence of 

the movemant was taken in 1224 when Brother Agnello di 


Pisa led a mission to England, In 1227, after Francis’ 
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death, Elias sent a mission to Morocco, The first mission 
was soon terminated by the martyrdom of the friars, but 
work continued, permission for the erection of a Christ- 
ian church was obtained, and minor friars continued to 
go there until in 1233, and in 1237, the pope declared 
himself to be very well satisfied with the condition of 
missions in Morocco, A great mission to the Moslem lands 
in the east was organized in 1233, the friars going to 
many cities, including Bagdad, and carrying a long letter 
from the pope to the sultan asking that they might be well 
received, Some friars were also sent in 1233 to Constan- 
tinople, where Gregory IX hoped that they might prepare 
the way for the reconciliation of the Greek and Roman 
churches, In 1255 friars were in Tunis and in 1238 in 
Aleppo. (1) 

Influence of Franciscans upon their Age, 

Before taking up the story of Franciscan 
missions to Tartary and China we may pause to note brief- 
ly the influence of the Franciscans upon the period in 
which they lived, In spite of the divisions among the 
friars themselves, there is no doubt that their influence 
on the civilization of their time was substantially the 
same as that of Francis himself, It was an influence 
making for simplicity in living, lending a nobility to 
the idea of poverty and a beauty to the caring for the 
poor and the suffering. By their deep devotion to the 


Virgin Mary and chivalrous respect for all women, the 
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1. Lempp. Frere Elie de Cortone. p. 104. 
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friars gave a new sacramental dignity to the rite of 
marriage, By their preaching of the human character of 
Jesus and presenting him as a pattern for earthly 
living, they gave a new dignity to all human life and 
brought an ethical note of tremendous value into the 
thinking of the time. Their constant habit of preaching 
in the language of the people undoubtedly gave an impetus 
to the development of the national languages. Professor 
Little in the "Grey Friars in Oxford" (chap.V) states that 
they prepared the way for Dante and modern Italian writers, 
Not only did Dante use the medium of the language which 
they used in preaching: he imbibed their spirit, a spirit 
of love for the simple, the natural, the unfortunate, 
Francis was a poet and he inspired others to be poets. 
What have been called the "two noblest poems of the Middle 
Ages", were both written by Franciscans, the "Dies Irae" 
by Thomas of Celano, and the"Stabat Mater" by Jacopone da 
Todi. 

Their influence upon art was most marked, 
Professor Hoppin says that the movement was " like a 
whirlwind of God that passed over the dry bones of Ital- 
ian art." He refers to Francis' "Canticle of the Sun", 
composed in 1224, as"belonging to the history both of 
religion and art, in which he calls the sun, the moon, 
the stars, fire, the earth, all men and death, brethren; 
his love flaming out to comprehend created things. "He 
recognizes that the Franciscan movement was but one of 
many influences at work, but believesthat it was powerful 


because spiritual, There was a"genuine democratic impulse 


l.Hoppin. Great Epochs in Art History. p. 14, 17. 
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lifting humanity. New faculties were let loose, The 
natural blended with the supernatural, Poetry found 
expression, Beauty permeated the earth and made it 
blossom, and the thirteenth century saw the rise of a 
Christian pantheism which was a transfusion of nature 

in religion, an indwelling of the divine in creation, 
and, indeed, formed the new thought which characterized 
the Italain religious art of that time, and continued 

to characterize Italian painting of the 14th and 15th 
centuries, It was the turning point of modern art. It 
was a new life of the spirit." Carotti notes that the 
Franciscan works of architecture in Italy are not only 
among the most important and most beautiful buildings 

of the middle ages, but also helped to a great extent to 
make the advantages of the new style of Northern Gothic 
more widely known in Italy. In painting, he says, it is 
in the frescoes and panels which they inspired that we 
find the expression of such medieval ideas as symbolism 
allegory, and mysticism, There was a great increase of 
painted crucifixes, and, due to Francis' reiterated 
descriptions of the passion and death of Jesus on the 
cross, the former Byzantine type of crucifix with Christ 
triumphant was now changed to one with Christ suffering 
and dying for the redemption of man, with an expression 
of resignation and sacrifice, It was immediately after the 
preaching of St. Francis that the pathetic made its first 
appearance in art. St. Francis also dwelt upom the infinite 


goodness of our Lord to all creation and himself showed 
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an intense love for all creatures, This led devotees 
and artists to observe landscapes and animals and to 
have a truer understanding of the things of nature, 
The style of painting was changed from the stiff and 
formal.lines of the twelfth century to the more natural 
forms of Giotto, who had caught, according to Professor 
Hoppin, (1) an appreciation of nature and new devotional 
sentiment from the spirit of St. Francis. 

Though the following passage shows that 
the friars had somewhat departed from the primitive 
emphasis made by Francis, yet it is so true a picture 
of their position in the thirteenth century that I 
quote it. "The Franciscan Friar had hardly arrived upon 
the scene of history before his influence began to be 
felt in almost every department of life, In the univer- 
sity and the court, in the castle and the poor man's 
dwelling, in the pulpit and the confessional - the Friar 
was the most powerful personality of the time, As Greg- 
arovius has said: 'The mendicant brothers influenced 
every stratum of society. They thrust the secular clergy 
from the confessional and the pulpit; they filled the 
chairs of the university; they were the greatest teachers 
of scholastic learning. ... They sat in the college of 
cardinals and as popes mounted the sacred chair, Their 
voices whispered to the consciences of the citizen in the 
inmost chamber of his dwelling, and at the most sumptuous 


courts into the ears of the king, whose confessors and 
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counsellors they were, Their accents resounded in the 
halls of the Lateran and in the stormy parliaments of 
the republics. They saw and heard everything,' Their 
influence was as elevating as it was wide. They not 

only intervened in the affairs of the world, but they 
created new ideals in the imagination of the people, 
opened out new lines of thought and turned men's energies 
in new directions, They were, in a word, a formative 


influence in the history of Christendom." (1) 


1. Cuthbert, The Friars and how they came to England, pp. 
92, 955 
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Chapter IV 


Europe and the Mongols 


The political history of the first half of 
the thirteenth century may be summarized briefly in order 
to make clear the reasons for the first mission to the 
Tartars, or Mongols, In western Europe the all-absorbing 
theme was the conflict between Emperor Frederick II and 
the popes. It will not be necessary to go into a thor- 
ough discussion of their controversy here, Sufficient 
to say that from the time of Frederick's excommunication 
by Pope Gregory IX in 1227 unti] his death in 1250, the 
struggle between him and the papacy was continual and 
bitter, and that this struggle affected all other events 
of the time in Europe, But in the east a new world power 
was arising. Genghis Khan, who died in 1227 left an 
empire which extended from the China Sea to Persia and 
westward to the Dnieper River, He had conquered this vast 
territory by the most cruel and barbarous methods, slaughter- 
ing thousands and laying waste cities and countryside, 

The invasion of eastern Russia had occurred in 1222, 
but because of preoccupation with their own struggle 
the Europeans did not realize their danger until a new 
invasion appeared in 1238. 

Matthew Paris, in his Chronicle Majora, under 
date of 1240, gives a contemporary picture of the Mongol 
hordes: "Swarming like locusts over the face of the earth; 
they have brought terrible devastation to the eastern parts 


(of Europe), laying it waste with fire and carnage. After 
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having passed through the land of the Saracens, they have 
razed cities, cut down forestsooverthrom fortresses, 
pulled up vines, destroyed gardens, killed townspeople 
and peasants, If perchance they have spared any suppliants 
they have forced them, reduced to the lowest conditions 
of slavery, to fight in the foremost ranks against 
their neighbors, , ,. , They are inhuman and beastly, 
rather monsters than men, thirsting for and drinking 
blood, tearing and devouring the flesh of dogs and men, 
dressed in ox-hides, armed with plates of iron, short 
and stout, thick-set, strong, invincible, indefatigable, 
their backs unprotected, their breasts covered with armor, 
e « « They are without human laws, know no comforts, are 
more ferocious than lions or bears, . . They have one- 
edged swords and daggers, are wonderful shah eeuter 4 
neither age, nor sex, nor condition. . . They wander 
about withtheir flocks and their wives who are taught to 
fight like men. And so they came with the swiftness of 
lightning to the confines of Christendom, ravaging and 
slaughtering, striking everyone with terror and inccom- 
parable horror." (1) 

The leader of the Mongol hordes in eastern 
Europe was Batu, a grandson of Genghis Khan and nephew 
of Ogotai Khan, who was then on the throne, Batu's army 
divided into two sections, the section under his immed - 
iate command ravaging Hungary, while a great detachment 
under his experienced general Subotai entered Poland. 
They burned Cracow, and defeated with great slaughter the 


combined forces of Poland, Moravia and Silesia at the 
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1. Rockhill, Journey of William Rubruck. pp.xv,xvi. 
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battle of Liegnitz, April 9, 1241. Nothing now seemed in 
the way of the invaders, They advanced and burned Pesth, 
slaughtering all its people, Western Europe was now 
thoroughly frightened, but the enmity between Pope and 
Emperor made cooperation impossible, The Pope proclaimed 
a crusade against the Tartars, but with no result. Just 
at the time, however, Europe was saved by a message from 
Karakorum calling the Mongols back to their capital. 
Ogotai Khan was dead and the leaders must meet to elect 
his successor, 

In 1245 Innocent IVuwas elected Pope, Though 
Gregory IX, who had died in 1241, and Coelestine IV, who 
succeeded him, had been unable to do anything to meet the 
Mongolian menace, Innocent at once made plans to do all 
in his power to prevent the recurrence of such an invasion 
as that of 1238-41. He proclaimed a crusade, but he also 
went further and organized missions which should go to 
the Mongols, in the hope, as he says in a letter to "the 
King and the Tartar people", of "averting their onslaughts 
on Christendom through fear of Divine wrath", and to 
preach to them Christianity. There was also the ulterior 
motive, of course, of finding out through the mission- 
aries, exactly the plans of the Mongols with regard to 


Europe! 
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Chapter vo 
The First Franciscan Missionary to the Mongols 

In casting about for the proper men to send 
onsuch a mission it was natural that Innocent should choose 
Franciscan friars, devoted, intrepid, loyal to the Pope, 
and men who "saw and heard everything", The man he chose 
to head this first mission was John de Plano Carpini.This 
veteran friar had personally known and followed Francis, 
His home, Plano Carpini or Pian di Carpina is probably 
the Pian la Magione, near Perugia of today, He had accom- 
panied Caesar of Speyer on his successful mission to Ger- 
many in 1221, had been provincial of Saxony, of Spain, 
and was provincial of Cologne when called by Innocent IV 
to undertake the mission to the Tartars, When we recall 
the nature of the people to whom he was going, their 
eruelty and barbarous customs, and remember also that 
tales of their inhumanity were doubtless well-known to 
John, we are able to realize something of the high spirit 
of courage and zeal which he possessed, He was a great 
pioneer adventurer from Europe into the then unknown 
regions of Asia, and to a people whose ferocity was a 
byword, I think that it is not too much to say that 
probably from no other group in the church: of the. time 
except that of the mendicant friars- the Franciscans and 
the Dominicans - could the Pope have found men willing to 
venture on such a perilous exploit. There was no particular 


glory in the journey, It was not a Crusade; there was every 
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possibility that it would end in the death of the envoys; 
and even if successful there was no certainty that their 
mission would be rewarded with either fame or fortune, It 
seems clear that whatever motive the Pope had in despatch- 
ing the mission, the motive which led John to undertake it 
was nothing less than a deep loyalty to Christ and to the 
commands of the one whom he regarded as His Vicar on earth, 
On April 16, 1245, Friar John left Lyons on 
his journey to Asia, He was accompanied by Friar Stephen 
a Bohemian, and they were joined at Breslau by Friar Ben- 
edict, a Pole, who Friar John hoped would act as inter- 
preter.They journeyed through Germany and on through 
Bohemia where King Wenceslaw I entertained them well and 
advised them to continue their journey by way of Poland 
and Russia," for he had relatives in Poland with whose 
aid we could enter Russia," I quote from John's own 
account. He continues :"So having given us letters and his 
escort to take us through Poland, he caused also money to 
be given us to defray our travelling expenses through his 
lands and cities as far as (the court of) Boleslas, Duke 
of Silesia, his nephew, with whom we were also personally 
acquainted." Boleslas also gave them letters, an escort 
and money for expenses as far as Cracow, where Conrad, 
Duke of Lenezy, received them well, and where they met 
a Russian prince, Duke Vassilko, who was able to help 
them greatly, not only with information concerning the 
Tartars but also furnishing a guide, John continues, "He 


told us that if we wanted to go to the Tartars we must have 
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rixh presents to give them, for they were in the habit 
of asking for them most importunately, and if they were 
not given them (and this is quite true), an ambassador 
could not conduct his business satisfactorily with them; 
and that furthermore that he was looked upoh as a mere 
nothing, Not wishing that the affairs of the Lord Pope 
and of the church should be obstructed on this account, 
with some of that which hadbeen given us in charity,so 
that we should not be in want and for use on our journey, 
we bought some skins of beavers and of some other animals, 
Duke Conrad, the Duchess of Cracow, some knights and the 
bishop of Cracow, hearing of this, gave us some more of 
these skins, "(1) 

The friars travelled with Duke Vassilko to 
Vladimir where they remained for a few days. John shows 
his zeal as a missionary of the Roman Catholic Church in 
the following passage:" As he (Vassilko) kept us for 
some days as his guests that we might rest a little, 
and had called thither his bishops at our request, we read 
them the letter from the Lord Pope, in which he admonish- 
ed them to return to the unity of holy mother Church;we 
also advised and urged them as much as we could, as well 
the Duke as the bishops, and all those who had met there, 
to that same end. But as at the very time when this Duke 
had come to Poland, his brother, Duke Daniel, had gone to 
Batu and was not present, they could not give a final 
answer, but must wait his return before being able to 


give a full reply." (2) 


L,Rockhill. op. cit. p. 2. 
PemOGkNi2.. OD.- C1.” Dp.* 5. 


ee yout It boe ,yfetsnutueqmt teom meat tot anizes, to 
sobseasdms 8 (sort etiop eal atdd Sus) medd covigp t98 
_ into dtiw ylitosvostsitvee eeenteaud ain toxrbuoe ton biyor 
stom & es toqv bexoof asw ed ssid etomredéw? tadt baw. 
eqol biol sit to exisits ent tadt yotdetw to .getdton — 
.tnooos vind mo betouttedo ed biyode dowsde edt to hae 
02, vsiaxade at ey sevig seedbed doidw tesdt to emoe dtiw 

_ ¥emivo, wo mo sey tot bos tnew nt od tom bluode ew tant 
femins tedio emor to hrs atevaed to enivze somos tdayod ew 
ett has etiatoa emoe ,woost) to eeedouG edt ,bsim0d save 
; . to esom omoz eh svsa ,2ind to gnitsed ,woor1d to qodeld 
' ee a (£)" ,entote scent 
od owfiessV sind dtiw Selfeveit eraixt edT 
‘ewode iol .2ysbh wet s tot bentsmet yedt enedw timibelV 
nt fomwad otfodtsd namof est to ytenoteetm 8 #8 [ses eis 
: tot ev dqgox (oxl[lveasV) of eA "sensaceq golwollot esd 
 efttit & deot tigim ow tedd etseun eid es aysh emog 
‘paet Sw ,veotipei two ts agodetd etd tedtint Selfiseo bad bas 
“atdetnomss od folnw mt ,sqot brod end mort tedteLl edt ment ~ 
“SMidomsdD sodtom yfod to ysinw edt ot muwter o¢ medd te 

' ffew as -Ofsoo ow es doum ea medt Bepis Sos Doatvbs oale 
,S91T9At tom bad onw esodt [fs bas , egodetd eit es stud ond 
+ sxiuc ebay Nedw emits ysev edt ts es tof .bne emae.dedt of 
ot stop fed ,feinsd eau ,reddtend etd ,baslot. o¢ SMoo Sai 
| isnit s evin ton Sluos youd _tnesexq ton sew bas vted 
ot sides anied sioted nutes ald tiew teum tod , TOWER) - 


spe (S) ",yfae iint s evig | 


31 


Dieter owrnkyetiettron: ¥ aildnies with their 
Russian guide to Kiev, on the Dnieper, which John calls 
the "metropolis of Russia", He says that they travelled 
ever in danger of their lives on account of the Lithuanians, 
who were the inveterate enemies of the Russians in that 
region, but they reached Kiev without mishap, It was 
winter and John fell ill on the way to Kiev. His own 
words illustrate his spirit: "I was ill to the point of 
death; but I had myself carried along in a cart in the 
intense cold through the deep snow,so as not to interfere 
with the affairs of Christendom." (1) 

On February 4, 1246, having changed horses, 
they left Kiev on their way to the Tartars, At Canov, 
the first Tartar village to which they came, Friar Stephen 
was obliged to drop out because of illness, The other two 
pushed on and on February 23, arrived at a camp of 8000 
Mongols, This first meeting with the Tartars is thus de- 
scribed by John: 

"While we were stopping for the night as the 
sun went down, the Tartars broke in on us in arms in 
horrible fashion asking who we were, We answered them 
that we were the envoys of the Lord Pope, and then, having 
accepted some food from us, they left at once, Starting 
again at morn, we had only gone a little way when their 
chiefs who were in camp came to us, and inquired of us 
why we came to them, and what was our business, We answer- 


ed them that we were the envoys of the Lord Pope, who was 


1. Rockhill. op. cit. Dp. 4. 
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the lord and father of Christians; that he had sent us 
to the King as well as to the princes and all the Tartars, bec 
because he desired that all Christians should be the friends 
of the Tartars and at peace with them. Moreover, as he 
wished that they should be mighty with God in heaven, the 
Lord Pope advised them as well through us as by his let- 
ters, that they should become Christians and receive the 
faith of Our Lord Jesus Christ, for otherwise that could 
not be saved, He told them furthermore that he was astound- 
ed at the slaying of human beings done by the Tartars, 
and especially of Christians, and above all of Hungar- 
ians, Moravians and Poles, who were his subjects, when 
they had injured them in nothing nor attempted to injure 
them; and as the Lord God was gravely offended at this, 
he cautioned them to abstain henceforth from such acts, 
and to repent them of those they had done, Furthermore 
we said that the Lord Pope requested that they would 
write to him what they would do and what were their in- 
tentions; and that they would give answer to him to all 
the above points in their letters, Having heard our motives, 
and understood and noted them down, they said that in 
view of what we had said, they would give us pack horses 
as far as Corenza, and supply a guide; and at once they 
asked for presents, which we gave them, for we must needs 
do their will." (1) 

Friars John and Benedict then hurried on from 
one camp to another, giving presents to the Tartar chief- 


tans whom they met, until April, when they finally arrived 


T,Rockhill. op. cit. p.5.ff. 
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at the camp of Batu on the Volga. They were compelled 
to make camp a good league from the headquarters of 
Batu, and after being questioned oy ite procurator con- 
cerning their mission and concerning the presents which 
they were prepared to offer, the friars were permitted 
an audience with the general, Taking care not to step 
on the threshold of the door, " for sentence of death is 
upon those who knowingly tread upon the threshold of the 
chief's dwelling", they entered the ordu , or tent, of - 
Batu and on bended knees presented to him the letters 
from the Pope and requested that interpreters be furnished 
to translate them. The letters were carefully translated 
into the "Ruthenian, Saracenic, and Tartar languages, and 
this latter interpretation was given to Batu, who read it 
and noted it carefully. After that we were taken back to 
our dwelling but no food was given us, save once on the 
night of our arrival a little millet in a bowl," (1) 
After a few days John and his companions 
were informed that they were to be taken on to Karakorum 
to meet Kuyuk Khan himself. Though they had hoped for 
this opportunity, the news that they were to go was a 
bit terrifying. Some of their party were to be left at 
the camp of Batu, to be sent back with letters to the Pope, 


iy ROSKHIII,. op, cit. p. 10. 
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The parting with these friends and the long journey to 
Karakorum can best be described in John's words, "As for 
ourselves, on the day of the Resurrection of the Lora 
(April 8), having said mass and settled everything, 
accompanied by the two Tartars who had been detailed to 

us at Corenza's, we started out most tearfully, not know- 
ing whether we were going to life or death, We were further- 
more so feeble that we could hardly ride; during the 

whole of that lent our only food had been millet with 

salt and water; and likewise on the other fast days; nor 
had we anything else to drink but snow melted in a kettle," 
(1) Travelling as rapidly as they could, changing horses 
every day, the little cavalcade passed through a number 

of countries, the people of which were all subject. to 

to the Mongols, but it was not until July that they reach- 
ed Mongolia itself and they had still twenty days of hard 
riding before they finally arrived at the capital. John 
describes this part of his journey as follows," After that 
we entered the country of the Mongols, whom we call the 
Tartars, and we journeyed through that country for three 
weeks, I think, riding hard, and on the day of the feast 
of blessed Mary Magdalen (July 22nd) we arrived at Kuyuk's, 
the present emperor, Along all this (part of the) route 

we travelled very fast, for our Tartars had been ordered 
to take us quickly to the solemn court which had already 
been convened for several years for the election of an 


emperor, so that we might be present at it. So we had to 


WReekhill. Op. Cit. p. li. a 
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rise at dawn and travel till night without a stop; often 
we arrived so late at night that we did not eat, but that 
which we should have eaten at night was given us in the 
morning; and we went as fast as the horses could trot, for 
there was no lack of horses, having usually fresh horses 
during the day, those which we left being sent back, as 
I have stated previously; and in this fashion we rode 
rapidly along without interruption." (1) 

He continues, " When we reached Kuyuk's camp 
he caused us to be given a tent and allowances such as 
the Tartars are in the habit of giving; but they treated 
us better than they did the other ambassadors, We were not 
called (before Kuyuk) however, for he had not yet heen 
elected, nor had they settled about the succession; trans- 
lation of the letters of the Lord Pope, and what elae we 
had said ( to Corenza and Batu), had been sent him by Batu, 
And when we had been there five or six days, he sent us to 
his mother, where the solemn court was being held. When we 
got there they had already aeested a great tent made of 
white purple, which in our opinion was large enough to 
hold more than two thousand persons; and around it a wood- 
en paling had been made, and it had been ornamented with 
divers designs."(2) It was in this tent that the chiefs 
held counsel and discussed the election. Finally Kuyuk 
was chosen Khan and preparations were made to place him 
on the throne, The ceremony took place on the twenty- 
fourth of August and is described by John in the follow- 
ing words, There assembled a great multitude and they 
all stood with their faces turned toward the south, some 
Serer. op. oltr p. Lo. 
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of them a stone's throw from others, going ever farther 
and farther away, making genuflections toward the south, 
As for us, not knowing whether they were making incanta- 
tions or bending the knees to God or what else, we would 
not make any genuflections, After doing this for a long 
time they went back to the tent, and placed Kuyuk on the 
imperial seat, and the chiefs knelt before him; and after 
that the whole people did likewise, except ourselves who 
were not his subjects, Then they began drinking, and as 
is their custom, they kept on drinking until evening, 
After that they brought in carts of cooked meat, without 
salt, and to each four or five they gave a quarter, To 
those who were inside (the tent) they gave meat and salted 
broth for sauce; and in this fashion they passed days in 
feasting." (1) 

Some days later John was permitted to appear 
before the Khan at the first audience given after he had 
ascended the throne, John delivered the Pope's letter 
which had been translated, but was not given the satis- 
faction of an answer immediately. It seems that Kuyuk 
Khan was at the time planning a campaign against the 
west, and did not wish the European friars to know about 
it. Therefore they were sent back to the camp of the 
Khan's mother, John tells us, "We remained there a few 
days, when we were sent back again to him; and we re- 
mained with him for quite a month, in such hunger and 
thirst that we were barely able to keep alive, for the 
allowances which they gave the four of us were scarcely 
enough for one; and we could find nothing to buy, the. 
‘1.Rockhill., op. cit. p. 22. 
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market being too far away. Had not the Lord sent us a 
certain Ruthenian called Cosmas, a goldsmith, and a 

great favorite of the emperor, who helped us a little, 

I verily believe we should have died, unless the Tord had 
helped us in some other way." (1) 

After another interview with the Khan, when 
the friars were invited to say all they had to say, and 
when they repeated substantially what they had said to Batu, 
and to the first Tartars they had met quoted above, they 
retired to wait the drafting of a reply from the khan to 
the Pope, This haughty reply was written first in the Tar- 
tar language and then translated word for word into Latin, 
Much care that the Pope's ambassadors should understand 
a11 that was written, and a second translation was made 
into "Saracenic", or Arabic, so that it might be read to 
the Pope in that language if there should be anyone in 
Europe able to do so, 

It is impossible to suppose that such a mission 
as this of John de Plano Carpini could have been success- 
ful in the sense either of evangelizing the Tartars or 
of guaranteeing the security of Europe. The Mongol Khan 
recognized no superior in all the world and it was not 
£4819 E05 humble mendicant friars, bearing comparatively 
few presents and with no great retinue, would cause him 
to consider the Pope in the far distant west as any per- 
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John describes the Khan as follows: " This 
emperor may be forty or forty-five or more years old; he 
is of medium stature, very prudent and extremely shrewd, 
and serious and sedate in his manners; and he has never 
been seen to laugh lightly or show any levity, and of 
this we were assured by Christians who were constantly 
with him, We were also assured by Christians who were 
of his household that they firmly believed that he was 
about to become a Christian, As signal evidence of this, 
he keeps Christian clerks and gives them allowances, 
and he has always the chapel of the Christians in the 
front of his great tent, and (these priests) chant 
publicly and openly and beat (a tablet) according to the 
fashion of the Greeks at appointed hours, just like other 
Christians, and though there be ever so great a multi- 
tude of Tartars and of other people, And the other chiefs 
do not have this." (1) 

The Christians referred to by John were un- 
doubtedly Nestorians, but he does not describe them in 
any detail, It is remarkable, however, as Wylie points 
out, that he twice alludes to the fact of the Scriptures 
existing in their native language, The Scriptures mention- 
ed was without doubt the version in use among the Nestor- 
ians, John describes the Chinese as follows: "But the 
men of Kitai (China) , . are pagans, having a particular 
kind of written character, and as it is said, the 014 and 
and New Testaments; they possess biographies of their 


forefathers, have hermits, and houses made in the fashion 


1, Rockhill, op, cit. Pp. 29. 
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of churches, in which they themselves worshipped in former 
times; they say also that they have a number of saints, 
They worship one God, they honor the Lord Jesus Christ, 
they believe in eternal life, but are not baptized; they 
honor and reverence our scriptures, respect Christians, 
and give much alms; they seem to be a tolerably kind and 
courteous people." (1) 

After spending several uncomfortable months 
at the court of the Khan, all matters were finally 
arranged, and John and his companions were allowed to 
start on their return journey in mid-November, They 
travelled all winter, enduring terrific hardships, as 
they crossed the snow-covered, desert highlands of western 
Asia, They reached Batu's camp on May 9th, and pushed on 
to Kiev and to the capital of the Russian dukes, Vassilko 
and Daniel, where they were received with great rejoicing, 
John's mission was not without success in gaining the al- 
legiance of the Russian dukes to the Pope, He tells us 
that Dukes Daniel and Vassilko " answered us jointly, say- 
ing that they wished to have the Lord Pope for their 
particular lord and father, and the Holy Roman church 
as their lady and mistress, and confirming likewise all 
they had previously transmitted on the matter through 
their abbott; and after that they sent with us to the Lord 
Pope their letters and ambassadors," (2) His journey 
through Europe, interrupted as it was by delays in the 
various centers which he visited, continued until the 
autumn of 1247 when he at last reached Lyons, and pre- 
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sented to the Pope Kuyuk's reply to his letter, and he 

and Benedict related their experiences, : 
When Friar John reached Lyons, preparations 

were under way for a new crusade and King Louis IX of 

France was about to set out for the Holy Land, Pope 

Innocent, however, did not wish to have Louis leave 

at just that time, for he feared that the departure of the 

King would leave him exposed to the attacks of his im- 

placable foe, Emperor Frederick, And so it happened 

that, only a few months after John had returned from Asia, 

he and Benedict were sent on another mission, this time 

to King Louis at Paris, to carry the Pope's message, 

and to seek to delay his setting out for Syria. Later 

the Pope rewarded John for his zeal by making him Arch- 

bishop of Antivari in Albania, where he died in 1252. 
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Chapter VI 
William of Rubruck 

Now in the court of King Louis at the time 
of John's visit, there was a Franciscan named William, 4 
native of the village of Rubruck in French Flanders. 
Without doubt Pivarae? at Paris the two Franciscans who 
had returned from Asia and heard their personal narrative 
of their experiences, Possibly at that time he may have 
conceived the desire to visit the Mongols , preach the true 
faith, and win back to Rome the Christians among them, 
whose existence John had revealed to him, During the next 
four years, while travelling with King Louis, William 
had a number of experiences which tended to strengthen 
in him such a desire, While on the crusade Louis received 
an ambassador from the Mongol general commanding the 
forces in Persia offering aid against the Saracens and 
giving the false information that the great Khan's 
mother was a Christian and thatnonly three years before 
the great Khan and the greatest of the Tartar princes had 
also become Christian} The King was delighted at the news 
and determined to send an envoy at once to the Mongol 
emperor, Kuyuk Khan, expressing his pleasure that so 
many of the Mongols had become Christian and exhorting him 
in the performance of his Christian duties, The Dominican 
friar, Andrew of Longumeau, or (Longumel), who had had 
some experience in Eastern travel, and who knew Arabic, 
was selected to go. He found that the information regard- 


ing the Christian princes of Tartar tribes was indeed 
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false. King Kuyuk was dead and the queen regent was far 
from Christian in her treatment of Friar Andrew, or in the 
haughty over-bearing note which she sent back to King Louis 
by his hand, This mission, like the one of John de Plano 
Carpini was a diplomatic failure, but it did bring to the 
King and those with him a fund of valuable information 
on the Mongols and their country. This fired the imagin- 
ation of both the King and Friar William, and they began 
to dream of converting these barbarous and wonderful 
people and thus bring about peace. 
We know nothing about William of Rubruck's 
personal appearance except his own statement, that at 
the time of his journey he was a "very heavy man", His 
narrative as written by himself, however, does give us 
indications of his character, Yule says that his narra- 
tive shows him to have been " an honest, pious, stout- 
hearted, acute and most intelligent observer, keen in 
the acquisition of knowledge; the author, in fact, of 
one of the best narratives of travel in existence,"(1) 
And it is true that his place in history, 
though he went as a missionary to the Mongols, is that 
of a traveller and acute observer with the ability to 
write down his observations in an interesting way. He 
prepared himself well to be an explorer, studying the 
geographical authorities of his day, and reading histor- 
ical works, especially those which dealt with the west- 
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ward movements of Asiatic tribes since the great Hunnic 
invasion, He studied Arabic and seems to have been able 
to converse with any of the "Saracens" he met on his jour- 
ney; and on his journey he also acquired quite a consider- 
able knowledge of Mongol. 

According to Rockhill, William's contribution 
to the general and geographical knowledge of Europe of 
his day were considerable, He indicated the true sources 
and course of the Don and Volga, the lake nature of the 
Caspian, and among other things, he gave the first de- 
scription of the city of Karakorum and first mentioned 
Kaoli, or Korea, He was the first western writer to men- 
tion the wild ass, or kulan. In the realm of linguistics 
and anthropology his contributions were very numerous, To 
mention only a few, he gave accurate information of the 
difference between the Tartars and the Mongols, on the 
affinity between the languages of the Russians, Poles, 
Bohemians and Slavs, and that of the Wandals, In the 
field of the history of religions, his discoveries were 
not small, "He was the first to describe the Christian 
communities in the Mongol empire, and to give details 
of their rituals and the tenets of their faith; we owe 
to him the earliest description of the Lamas or northern 
Buddhist monks, of their temples, their ritual, their 
living Buddhas, of their use of prayer beads, and of their 
favorite formula, Om mani padme hum, He shows the peculiar- 


ities of the Uigur's form of worship, and likewise of 
their dress. Peculiarities and superstitions of the 
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Greek and Armenian churches did not escape him; in short, 
no one traveller since his day has done half so much to 
give a correct knowledge of this part of Asia," (1) 

The account which William has left us of his 
journey is such a delightful story that the temptation to 
quote at length is very great. We must limit ourselves 
to only a few quotations, however, fitting them in to a 
sketch of his trip. He went not as a representative of the 
Pope but of King Louis, who furnished the money necessary 
for the expedition, The King also gave him letters to 
Sartach, son of Batu, who was reported to be a Christian, 
and to the great Khan, commending him and his companions 
to their good offices, but carefully avoiding giving them 
any official nature. He was not to go as a diplomat but as 
a missionary. He carried no presents but his outfit con- 
sisted of a Bible, a beautifully illuminated Psalter 
( gifts from King Louis and Queen Margaret), his breviary, 
a few devotional books, a number of rich church vestments, 
the articles used on the altar in the celebration of mass 
and strangely enough, a valuable Arabic manuscript. So 
equipped, he set out, withtwo other Franciscans from 
Constantinople, on May 7, 1253, He travelled first to 
the northeast to,find Chief Sartach, whose camp he reach- 


ed in July. 
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On the way to Sartach's camp William was 
faced with a problem, He did not want to appear as an 
enemy of the King, for Friar Andrew a few years pre- 
viously had fared so poorly in that role that King Louis 
had no desire to try again very soon to open formal 
friendly relations with the Mongol court, But certain 
merchants preceded him saying that he was coming as an 
envoy from the King of France to the Tartar Khan, If now 
he said that he was not an envoy, he would not be allowed 
to pass. How was he to be an envoy and not be an envoy? 
William solved the problem by the following diplomatic 
speech to the Tartar captains, "We have heard say in the 
Holy Land that your Lord Sartach is a Christian, and 
greatly were the Christians rejoiced thereat, and chiefly 
so the most Christian lord the King of the French, who has 
come thither on a pilgrimage and is fighting against the 
Saracens to wrench the holy places from out of their 
hands: it is for this I wish to go to Sartach, and carry 
to him the letters of the lord King in which he admonish- 
eth him of the weal of all Christendom." (1) William at 
one point on the journey had hopes of winning a Saracen 
convert but found that the erroneous teaching of Christian- 
ity " according to the Greek rite" prevented him, I will 
let him tell of the incident in his own words: " On the 
day of Pentecost(7th June) a certain Saracen came to us, 
and while in conversation with us, we began expounding the 


faith, and when he heard of the blessings of God to man 
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in the incarnation, the resurrection of the dead and 

the last judgment, the washing away of sins in baptism, 

he said he wished to be baptized; but while we were 
making ready to baptize him he suddenly jumped on his 
horse saying he had to go home to consult with his wife. 
And the next day talking with us, he said he could not 
possibly venture to receive baptism, for then he could not 
drink cosmos(#). For the Christians of these parts say 
that no true Christian should drink, but that without 

this drink it were impossible to live in these deserts. 
From this opinion I could not possibly turn him, So you 
will see how far they are astray from the true faith through 
this opinion, which has been implanted among them by the 
Ruthenians, of whom there are great numbers there," (1) 

At Sartach's camp William found that one of 
the most important men was a Nestorian named Coiac, After 
questioning the friar rather carefully thereby revealing 
to the astute traveller that he knew very little of genuine 
Christianity, Coiac arranged for an interview with Sartach, 
Wearing their ornamented vestments and carrying Bible, 
Psalter and the articles used on the altar, and chanting, 
"Salve, regina!" the friars appeared before Sartach, Wil- 
liam describes what happened as follows, "Then this Coiac 
handed him the censer with the incense, and he examined 
it, holding it in his hand most carefully. After that he 
handed him the Psalter, at which he took a good look, as 
did the wife who was seated beside him, Then he handed 
him the Bible, and he asked if the gospels were in it, 
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I said that it contained all the sacred writings. He also 
took in his hand the cross, and asked if the image on,it 
were the image of Christ, I replied that it was, Those 
Nestorians and Armenians never make the figure of Christ 
on their crosses; they would thus appear to entertain 
some doubt of the Passion, or to be ashamed of it, Then 
he caused the bystanders to withdraw so that he could 
better see our ornaments, Then I presented to him your 
letter, with translations in Arabic and Syriac, for I 
had had them both translated and written in these languages 
at Acon." ‘{2) 

| The friars then retired and on the next 
day, August 2, they were told that Sartach was pleased 
with their letters but wished to have the advice of his 
father, Batu, before venturing to do anything, He had 
therefore determined to send them on to the camp of Batu, 
Before they set out, however, William and the others with 
him were obliged to part with their vestures and illumin- 
ated Psaiter - the Nestorians insisting that these were 
presents brought to Sartach, 

Coiac also told him, "You must not say that 
our lord is a Christian, He is not a Christian but a Moal, 
(Mongol) William adds, "For the name of Christian seems 
to them that of a nation, They have risen so much in their 
pride that though they may believe somewhat in the Christ, 
yet will they not be called Christians, wishing to exalt 
their own name of Moal above all others, nor will they 


be called Tartars, " In another place William speaks 


1, Rockhill. op. cit. pp. 104, 107,ff. 
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doubtfully of Sartach's Christianity, as follows: "Of 
Sartach, I know not whether he believes in the Christ 

or not,.This I do know, that he will not be called a 
Christian, and it even seemed to me that he mocked the 
Christians, For he is on the road of the Christians, to 
wit, of the Ruthenians, Blacs, Bulgarians of Minor 
Bulgaria, Soldaians, Kerkis and Alans, all of whom pass 
by him when going to his father's ordu carrying presents 
to him, so he shows himself most attentive to them. S 
Should, however, Saracens come along carrying more 
presents than they, they are sent along more expeditious- 
ly. He has Nestorian priests around him who strike a 
board and chant their offices." (1) 

At the camp of Batu, which they reached 
about a month later, the friars appeared before the old 
general clad just as they had been on their journey, for 
their finery had been left behind at Sartach's camp. 
William says, "So we stood there in our robes and bare- 
footed, with uncovered heads, and we were a great spec- 
tacle unto ourselves, Friar John (de Plano Carpini) had 
beenthere; but he had changed his gown, fearing lest he 
should be slighted, being the envoy of the lord Pope, 
Then we were led into the middle of the tent and they 
did not require us to make any reverence by bending the 
knee, as they are used to do of envoys, We stood before 
him the time to say, 'Miserere mei Deus,' and all kept 
profound silence, "(2) Batu discovered in King Louis! 
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letter the request that William be allowed to remain in 
the country, evidently to do missionary work, This per- 
mission could be granted, he said, only by Mangu Khan, 

and he was therefor to be sent to Mangu Khan, At Sartach's 
camp the friars had parted with belongings, At Batu'’s camp 
they were obliged to part with some of their travelling 
companions, On the rest of their journey to Karakorum 
there were only two friars and their interpreter, After 
travelling about with Batu for five weeks, suffering 
hunger, cold and fatigue most of the time, they finally 
set out for the east on their journey to the court of 
Mangu Khan, They rode for weeks through the cold desert 
region, until, on December 27, in the dead of winter, 

they arrived at the ordu of the emperor, I wily quote 
again from William's narrative: 

"So we came on the day I have mentioned to 
the said ordu. To our guide was assigned a big dwelling, 
but to us there was given a very small hut in which we 
could barely store our things, make our beds and a 
little fire, Many came to see our guide and there was 
brought to him rice wine in long, narrow-necked flagons, 
and I could not discern any difference between it and the 
best Auxerre wine, save that it had not the perfume of 
wine, We were called and closely questioned as to the 
business which had brought us. I replied, 'We have heara 
that Sartach was a Christian: we came to him, The King of 
the French sent him sealed letters by us; he sent us to 


his father, his father sent us here, He must have written 
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the reason why.' They asked if you (Louis IX) wanted to 
make peace with them, I replied, 'He sent letters to Sar- 
tach as to a Christian, and if he had known that he was 
not a Christian, he would not have sent him letters, As 
to making peace, I tell you that he never did you any 
harm, If he had done something for which you had had to 
make war on him or his people, he would Willingly, as a 
just man, make apology and ask for peace, If you without 
motive should want to wage war against him, or his people 
we trust that God, who is just, would aid them,' And they 
always wondered repeating, 'But why did you come, if you 
did not come to make peace?! For they are already so puff- 
ed up in their pride, that they believe that the whole 
world must want to make peace with them, Of a truth, if 
it were allowed me, I would, to the utmost of my power, 
preach throughout the world war against them. I did not, 
however, wish to clearly explain the reason of my coming, 
lest I should say something contrary to what Batu had sta- 
ted; and so I gave as the only reason for my coming there 
that he (Batu) had sent me, 

"The next day we were conducted to court, 
and I thought I could go barefooted, as in our own coun- 
tries, so I left off my shoes. Now those who come to the 
court get off their horses about an arrow's flight from 
the dwelling of the Khan, and there the horses and the 
servants keeping the horses remain, So when we had alight- 
ed there, and while our guide went to the dwelling of the 


Khan, there came an Hungarian servant, who recognized us - 
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that is, our Order; and as they surrounded us and gazed 
at us as if we were monsters, especially because we 

were barefooted, and they asked us if we had no use for 
our feet, because they supposed that we would at once 
lose them, this Hungarian gave them the reason, telling 
them of the rules of our Order. Then came the grand 
‘secretary, who was a Nestorian Christian, and whose advice 
they nearly always follow, to look at us: and he examined 
us carefully, and called that Hungarian of whom he made 
many inquiries, é Then we were told to go back to our 
lodgings; and as we were going back I saw before the east 
end of the ordu, the distance of two cross-bow shots 

from it, a dwelling with a little cross over it. Greatly 
pleased and imagining therewas something Christian there, 
I boldly went and found an altar right beautifully deck- 
ed.". (1) He then goes on to describe this little shrine 
and the Armenian monk whom he found there, This man had 
been a hermit in the country of Jerusalem but had had a 
vision in which God appeared to him enjoining him to go 
to the Prince of the Tartars, He claimed to have received 
the message that if Mangu Khan would become a Christian, 
all the world would come under his rule, and that the 
Franks and the great Pope would obey him, He urged Friar 
William to speak in a Jike way, William's reply is char- 
acteristic: "Brother, I will willingly advise him to be- 
come a Christian; for I have come to preach that to all 


men, I will promise him also that the French and the Pope 
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will rejoice greatly, and will have him for a brother 
and a friend, But that they would become his slaves and 
pay him tribute, that will never promise, for I should 
be speaking against my conviction,” (1) 

In January certain Nestorian priests came to 
conduct the friar and party before the Emperor, They 
asked William what procedure he wished to follow, He 
replied, "We are priests given to the service of God, 
Noblemen in our country do not, for the glory of God, 
allow the priests to bend the knee before them, Never- 
theless, we want to humble ourselves to every man for 
the love of God. We come from afar: so in the first 
place then, if it please you, we will sing praises to 
God who has brought us here in safety from so far, and 
after that we shall do as it shall please your lord, this 
only excepted, that nothing be required us contrary to 
the worship and glory of God." (2) So they went before ° 
the Emperor singing a Latin hymn of the Nativity. The 
audience was not altogether a satisfactory one, as the 
friar's interpreter became stupidly drunk from the rice 
wine which was to be had in abundance, Everyone except 
the friars seemed to have over-indulged, for William re- 
cords that at first he understood his interpreter but 
after the first sentence he could not understand the whole 
of any one sentence, " 'Twas by this that I found out 
that he was drunk, and Mangu himself appeared to be tipsy." 
(3) He however obtained permission to remain two months 


at the Emperor's ordu, which was extended to almost eight 
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Spent in travelling and at Karakorum, During this time 
they lived with the Armenian monk, 

Nestorian Christianity was in great favor 
at the court of Mangu. The Khan's first wife was a Nest- 
orian and her manner of worship, was deseribed by William 
With regard to the Nestorian place of worship, he says, 
"They do not celebrate mass in a tent, but in a substan-~ 
tial church, And at Easter (April 12) I saw them baptize 
and consecrate fonts with great ceremony," (1) Friar 
William was called one time to conduct a service in the 
Nestorian church when Mangu Khan himself attended, He 
describes the occasion thus, " Mangu Khan came, and en- 
tered the church or oratory, and they brought him a 
gilded couch on which he sat beside his lady facing the 
altar, Then they summoned us who did not know of the 
arrival of Mangu, and the door-keeper searched us, lest 
we had knives on us, I entered the oratory, with my 
Bible and breviary in my bosom, First I bowed to the 
altar, and then to the Khan, and passing to the other 
side, we stood between the monk and the altar, Then they 
made us intone a psalm according to our fashion and chant, 
We chanted this prose :" Veni, Sancte Spiritus," 

The Khan had brought him our books, the 
Bible and the breviary, and made careful inquiry about 
the pictures, and what they meant. The Nestorians answered 
as they saw fit, for our interpreter had not come with us, 
The first time I had been before him, I had also the Bible 
in my bosom, and he had it handed him, and looked at it 


a great deal, Then he went away, but the lady remained 
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and distributed presents to all the Christians there. 
After this all those remaining in the chapel were served 
rice wine, "When they were all nearly drunk, food was 
brought consisting of mutton, which was at once devoured 
and after that large fish which are called carp, but with- 
out salt or bread; of these I ate, And so they passed the 
day until evening. And when the lady was already tipsy, 
she got on her cart, the priests singing and howling, 

and she went her way. The next Sunday when we read, "Nuptie 
facte sunt in Chana," came the daughter of the Khan, whose 
mother was a Christian, and she did likewise, though with 
not so much ceremony; for she made no presents, but only 
gave the priests to drink till they were drunk, and also 
parched millet to eat." (1) 

Friar William gives us a picture of the 
tolerance of Mangu Khan for the various religious groups 
at his court in the following description, "Now on that 
same day Mangu Khan had had a feast, and it is his custom 
on such days as his diviners tell him are holy, or the 
Nestorian priests say for some reason are sacred, for him 
to hold court, and on such days first come the Christian 
priests with their apparel, and they pray for him and 
bless his cup. When they have left the Saracen priests 
come and do likewise, After them come the priests of idols, 
doing the same thing, The monk,told me that(Mangu) believed 
only in the Christians, but he wanted all to pray for him, 


But he lied, for he believes in none, as you shall learn 


hereafter, and they all follow his court as flies do honey, 
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and he gives to all, and they all believe they are his 
favorites, and they all prophesy blessings to him." (1) 

It will be necessary here only to give very 
briefly a few hints of matters which William relates at 
length, He tells of meeting men from Cathay which is on 
"the ocean", He describes Karakorum, the capital of the 
Mongols at the time, A year later Mangu Khan was to move 
his capital farther east to Shang-tu or Kai-ping-fu, near 
the present Dolon nor, in southesst Mongolia, The exact 
site of Karakorum is not certainly known, Probably the 
pest suggestion is that made in 1889 by the Russian 
traveller, N. Yadrintzef. According to him, the city stood 
on the left bank of the Orkhon River, about thirty miles 

south of its confluence with the Urtu-Ta mir, in 47 15! 
N. latitude and 102 20' 15" E longitude. William also tells 
of a debate which he and the Nestorian Christians held with 
the Buddhists and Saracens at the request of the Khan, and 
of many other interesting matters. The Khan decided that 
he should return to Europe with a message to King Louis 
commanding him to send ambassadors to the Mongol court, 
At the thought of the long hard return journey, William's 
companion,Friar Bartholomew of Cremona, grew panic-strick- 
en, and begged to be allowed to stay at the court. This 
was granted, Arrangements were made for a guide and 
travelling expenses to the western borders of the Mongol 
empire, and William started back on his long journey in 


July, 1254. In two months and ten days, he was again at 
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Batu's camp. Due to delays and circuitous travelling, 
William did not reach Cyprus until June, 1255, He had 
expected to find King Louis there, but was disappointed, 
and was unable to make a report acc a later time. 

Friar William gives us a description of the 
Nestorians in the region to which he went which is worth 
quoting, He says, "In fifteen cities of Cathay there are 
Nestorians, and they have an episcopal see in a city 
called Segin ( probably Sian-fu) but for the rest they 
are purely idolaters. The priests of idols of the nations 
spoken of all wear wide saffron- colored cowls, There are 
also among them, as I gathered, some hermits who live in 
forests and mountains and who are wonderful in their lives 
and austerity. The Nestorians there know nothing. They say 
their offices, and have sacred booksin Syrian, but they 
do not know the language, so,they chant like those monks 
among us who do,not know grammar, and they are absolutely 
depraved, In the first place they are usurers and drunkards; 
some even among them who live with the Tartars have sever- 
al wives like them, When they enter church they wash their 
lower parts like Saracens; they eat meat on Friday and have 
their feasts on that day in Saracen fashion, The bishop 
rarely visits these parts, hardly once in fifty years. When 
he does they have all the male children, even those in the 
cradle ordained priests. Then they marry, which is clearly 
against the statutes of the fathers, and they are bigamists, 


for when the first wife dies, these priests take another, 
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They are all simoniacs, for they administer no sacraments 
gratis, They are solicitous for their wives and children 
and are consequently more intent on the increase of their 
wealth than of the faith, And so those of them who educate 
some of the sons of the noble Moal, though they teach them 
the gospel and the articles of the faith, through their 
evil lives and their cupidity, estrage them from the 
Christian faith, for the lives of the Moal themselves 

and the Tuins, or idolaters, (Buddhists) lead are more 
innocent than theirs," (1) 

As a missionary tour, William recognized that 
his trip had been a failure, He had indeed baptized six 
people at Karakorum and had endeavored to right several 
errors, but viewed in the light of the task and his ,nopes, 
his work had been absolutely insignificant. He ends his 
account by expressing his doubt concerning the method 
which he had used, "It seems to me inexpedient to send 
another friar to the Tartars, as I went, or as the preach- 
ing friars go; but if the Lora Pope, who is the head of 
all Christians, wishes to send with proper state a bishop, 
and reply to the foolishness they have already written three 
times to the Franks (once to Pope Innocent the Fourth of 
blessed memory, and twice to you: once by David who deceived 

you, and now by me), he would be able to tell them whatever 
he pleased, and also make them reply in writing, They 
listen to whatever an ambassador has to say, and always 
ask if he has more to say; but he must have a good inter- 
preter - nay, several interpreters - abundant travelling 
funds, ete,"(2) 
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Chapter VII 
John of Monte Corvino 

Kublai Khan succeeded his brother Mangu in 
1259, He moved his capital farther east to Cambalec (khan- 
balec), or Peking where he was visited in about 1265 by 
the brothers Nicolo and Matteo Polo, They carried a letter 
from Kublai Khan back to the Pope, Marco Polo gives us an 
account of the letter as follows: " Now the contents of 
the letter were to this purport: He begged that the pope 
would send as many as an hundred persons of our Christian 
faith; intelligent men, acquainted with the seven arts; 
well qualified to enter into controversy, and able clear- 
ly to prove by force of argument to idolaters and these 
kinds of folk, that the law of Christ was best, and that 
all other religions were false and naught; and that if they 
would prove this, he and all under him would become Christ- 
ians and the church's liege-men, Finally he charged his 
envoys to bring back to him some oil of the Lamp which 
burns on the sepulchre of our Lord at Serine] eae (1) 

When the brothers Polo reached Europe, 
Clement IV had died and there was a papal interregnum 
from 1268 until 1271, when Gregory X was elected, The 
new pope at once tried to find men who would go to the 
court of the Khan but was able to send only two preach- 
ing friars with the Polos on their return trip. These 
two had hardly begun the long journey when they became 
So badly frightened at the prospects of hardship in store 
for ‘them that they refused to gO, 


In 1278 a party of five Franciscan friars 
was despatched by Pope Nicholas III on a #ission to Cathay 
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or China, bearing a long letter to Kublai Khan, who was 
then considered to have been baptized, Nothing further is 
known about these friars, but it seems quite certain that 
they did not reach "Cambalec" ene 6atiee of the great 
Khan, 

John de Plano Carpini and William of Rubruck 
were missionaries but they did Het ceask China, The 
founder of the first Catholic mission in China was John 
of Monte Corvino, He wasborn at Monte Corvino, Italy, 
in 1246, and after becoming a Franciscan friar, was a 
missionary in the lands east of the Mediterranean for a 
number of years, In 1280 he went with others of his order 
as a missionary to Persia, returning in 1289 with letters 
from Arghun Khan of Persia to the Pope, Pope Nicholas IV 
was pleased with his report and thought it well to send 
back to the field of labor so experienced a worker, He 
started at once, with others, carrying letters to Arghun, 
to the King and Queen of Lesser Armenia, to the Patriarch 
of the Jacobites and Bishop of Tauris, and also to the 
great Kublai Khan, John was delayed in Persia by wars so 
that it was not until 1291 that he left Tabriz, He went 
then, probably by sea, to India, where he spent thirteen 
months at the church of St. Thomas near Madras, baptizing 
about & hundred persons and burying his only clerical 
companion, Nicholas of Pistoria, He sailed from India to 
China, landing probably in 1294 at the important port of 
Zaitun (present day Ch'uan-chow in Fukien)., From there he 
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made the tedious three months journey by road and canal 
to "Cambalec" but was too ite to srasbet his letters to 
Kublai Khan, who had died in February of that year, John 
seems to havebeen well received by Kublai's grandson 
and successor, Timur Khan, who as he says, though given 
to idolatry, " bestows many kindnesses upon the Christ- 
ians," (1) 

John never returned to Europe but remained 
as a resident missionary in Peking until his death in 
1328, We do not possess any personal description of him, 
practically all of the information we have being contain- 
ed in two letters written from Cambalec to the Vicar 
General of his Order, These letters, however, reveal 
that he was very zealous, wise and successful as a mission- 
ary. He writes that his first years of work were made 
difficult because of the Nestorians, " a certain body 
who profess to bear the Christian name but who deviate 
sadly from the Christian religion. " As in the days of 
Rubruck, the Nestorians were still in positions of 
influenée at the court. John says they " have grown so 
powerful in those parts that they will not allow a 
Christian of another ritual to have ever so small a 
ehapel, or to publish any doctrine different from their 
own."(2) They persecuted John in many ways, telling all 
sorts of false stories about him and maligning his 


character, John tells us, " And these intrigues and 
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calumnies went on for some five years, And thus it came 
to pass that many a time I was dragged before the judgment 
seat with ignominy and threats of death, At last, by God's 
providence, the emperor through the confessions of a cer- 
tain individual, came to know my innocence and the malice 
of my adversaries; and he banished them with their wives 
and children," (1) 

John tells us that he worked alone for eleven 
yearsbefore Friar Arnold, a German of the province of 
Cologne, joined him, In 1305 when he wrate his first 
letter,he was able to report fruits of his labor. He tells 
of his work in the following passage: " I have built a 


@hureh in the city of Cambalec, in which the King has his 


chief residence, This I completed six years ago; and I have 
built a bell-tower to it, and put three bells in’ it} I have 
baptized there, as well as I can estimate, up to this time 
some six thousand persons; and if those charges against 
me of which I have spoken had not been made, I should have 
baptized more than thirty thousand, And I am often still 
engaged in baptizing. 

Also I have gradually bought 150 boys, the 
children of pagan parents, and of ages varying from 
seven to eleven, who had never learned any religion, 
These boys I have baptized, and I have taught them Greek 
and Latin after our manner, Also I have written out Psal- 
ters for them, with thirty hymnaries and two Breviaries, 
By help of these,eleven of the boys already know our 
service, and form a choir and take their weekly turn of 


duty as they do in convents, whether I am there or not, 
1, Yule, Cathay and the Way Thither, vol.3. p.45, 
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Many of the boys are employed in writing out Psalters 
and other things suitable. His Majesty the Emperor 
moreover delights much to hear them chanting.I have 

the bells rung at all the canonical hours, and with 

my congregation of babes and sucklings I perform divine 
service, and the chanting we do by ear because I have no 
service ,book withenotes," (1) ? 

He won a distinguished convert, as the fol- 
lowing extract fromhis letter shows: "A ceotain king of 
this part of the world by name, George, belonging to 
the sect of Nestorian Christians, and of that illustrious 
family of the great king who was called Prester John of 
India, in the first year of my arrival here, attached 
himself to me, and being converted by me to the-truth of 
the Catholic faith, took the lesser orders, and when I 
celebrated mass, he used to attend me wearing his royal 
robes, Certain others of the Nestorians on this account 
accused him of apostasy, but he brought over a great part 
of his people with him to the true Catholic faith, and 
built a church on a scale of royal magnificence in 
honour of God, of the Holy Trinity, and of our lord the 
Pope, giving it the name of the Roman Church," (2) 

But after the death of King George the con- 
ditions of the church in his territory were not at all 
promising, for " his brothers, perfidious followers of 
the errors of Nestorious, perverted again all those 


whom he had brought over to the church, And being all 
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alone, and not able to leave His Majesty the Khan, I 
could not go to visit the church above mentioned, which 
is twenty days' journey distant." (1) 

John, however, has faith to believe that, 
with a few good fellow workers, he would be able to 
win back the converts lost since the death of King 
George and even win the Emperor himself to the Christian 
faith! He asks that good brethren be-sent to help hin, 
" if any are willing to come, such I mean as will make 
it their business to lead exemplary lives, and not to 
make broad their own phylacteries," 

He recommends the overland route as shortest 
and safest, and to be preferred to the sea ioe by 
which he had come, 

John was responsible for the building of two 
churches in Cambalec, one " but a stone's throw from his 
majesty's gate", He goes on, "And I tell you it is thought 
a perfect marvel by all the people who come from the 
city and elsewhere, and who had previously never heard 
& word about it. And when they see our new building , 
and the red cross planted aloft, and us in our chapel, 
with all decorum chanting the service, they wonder more 


than ever, When we are Singing,this Majesty the Khan can 


hear our voices in his chamber; and this wonderful fact 


is spread far and wide among the heathen, and will have 
the greatest effect, if the divine merey so disposes 


matters and fulfills our hopes. "(2) 
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John also tells :" From the first church and house to the 
second church which I built afterwards, is a distance of 
two miles and a half within the city, which is passing 
great. And I have divided the boys into two parties, put- 
ting one of them in the first church, and the other in 
the second, and so each party performs the service by 
itself, But I act as chaplain and celebrate mass in each 
church on alternate weeks, for none of those boys are 
priests," (1) 

He. became a man of influence in Cambalec as 
is shown in the following statement »"And I have a place 
in the Khan's court, and a regular entrance and seat 
assigned me as legate of our Lord the Pope, and the Khan 
honors me above all other prelates, whatever be their 
vitlea.*. (2) 

He seems to have done practically all types 
of missionary work, translating, teaching, preaching, 
church building, He writes in 1505 " I have grown old 
and grey, more with toil and trouble than with years; 
for I am not more than fifty-eight, I have got a com- 
petent knowledge of the language and character which is 
most generally used by the Tartars, And I have already 
translated into that language and character the New 
Testament and the Psalter, and have caused them to be 
written out in the fairest penmanship that they have; 
and so by writing, reading and preaching, I bear open 
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1. Yule, Cathay. vol, 3, DOr, 
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and public testimony to the ray of Christ, And I have 
been in treaty with the late King George, if he had 
lived to translate the whole Latin ritual, that it 
might be sung throughout the whole of his territory; 
and whilst he was alive I used to celebrate mass in 
his church, according to the Latin ritual, readingin 
the before- mentioned language and character the words 
of both the preface and the Canon," (1) 

Though he considered himself o14 in 1305, 
he lived for more than twenty years longer, and died 
greatly beloved and respected in 1528, After receiv- 
ing his second letter dated in 1306, Pope Clement at 
once appointed him to be Archbishop of Cambalec and 
Patriarch of the whole East. He then called upon the Min- 
ister General of the Minor Friars to select seven good 
men to be sent out to help John, These were consecrated 
bishops and set out by way of India for far distant 
Cathay. Only three of them reached Cambalec, These 
were Gerard, Peregrine, and Andrew of Perugia, who ar- 
rived in 1308 and with great ceremony consecrated John as 
Archbishop of Cambalee, In 1310 Friar Peter of Florence 
also joined the group, and two more Franciscans, Friar 
Jerome and Friar Thomas, came out in 1311. 

Two contemporary estimates of the work and 
life of Archbishop John are so interesting and apt that 
I cannot do better than quote them as summaries of his 
work, The first is in Lhe Book of the Estate of the Great 
Khan, supposedly written by the Dominican missionary, John 


de Cora, and dated 1330, The account tells of John as 
1.Yule athay and the way. Thither, (vol. a. De 
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legate of the Pope in Cambalec, that he established 
there three houses of Minor es and then goes on 
to describe his character in the following words: "That 
Friar John the Archbishop converted a multitude of peo- 
ple to the faith of Jesus Christ, He was a man of very 
upright life, pleasing to God ana men, and stood in high 
grace with the Emperor, The Emperor at all times caused 
him and all his people to be furnished with all that 
they required; and much was he beloved by all, pagans 
@S8 well as Christians, And certes he would have convert- 
ed that whole country to the Christian Catholic faith, if 
the Nestorians, those false Christians and real miscreants, 
had not hindered him and did him hurt, 
"The said archbishop was at great pains with 
those Nestorians to,bring them under the obedience of 
our mother the holy Church of Rome; for without this 
obedience, he told them, they could not be Saved, And for 
this cause those Nestorians Schismatics held him in 
great hate, 
| "This archbishop, as it hath pleased God, is 
lately passed from this» world, .To his obsequies and 
burial there came a very great multitude of people, both 
Christians and pagans, And those pagans rent their mourn- 
ing garments as their manner is; and both Christians ang 
_ pagans devoutly laid hold of the clothes of the arch- 
bishop, and carried them off as reliques with great 


reverence, 
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"So there he was buried with great honor, after 
the manner of faithful Christians, And they still visit 
the place of his interment with very great devotion." (1) 

The other quotation is from a letter addressed 
to the Pope in 1336 by certain chiefs of the Alani who 
held posts in the Mongol Chinese government. They say, 
"Let this be known , moreover, to your holiness, that for 
a long time we were instructed in the Catholic faith, 
with wholesome guidance and abundant consolation, by your 
legate, Brother John, a valiant, capable and holy man, who 


nevertheless died eight years ago," (2) 


—_ eee 
1, Yule, Cathay. vol. 3, Ds 30-101. 
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Chapter VIII 
Missions at Cambalece and Zaitun 

The first few decades of the 14th century saw 
a flourishing work in China as a result of the labors of 
Archbishop John and of the Franciscan friars who came to 
aid him, Not only in Cambalee but also in Zaitun (Ch'uan- 
chow) in Fukien were churches built. There was work done 
in other parts of China, for Odorie of Pordenone, a Fran- 
cisean traveller who journeyed through China and spent three 
years at Cambalec before 1330, reports that in Yangchow 
" our minor friars have a house", He adds, "And here also 
be three churches of the Nestorians,." (1) 

A letter written by Andrew of Perugia in 1326 
tells the story of the early missions in a very interesting 
way. He mentions the long Journey from Europe to Cambalec 
in 1507- 1308, when he and Gerard ana Peregrine were the 
only ones of seven sent, who were able to reach their des- 
tination, He then continues: 

Andrew of Perugia 

"There, after the Archbishop was consecrated, 
according to the orders given to us by the Apostolic See, 
we continued to abide for nearly five years; during 
which time we obtained an Alafa from the emperor for our 
food and clothes, An alafa is an allowance for expenses 
which the emperor grants to the envoys of princes, to 
orators, warriors, different kinds of artists, Jongleurs , 
paupers, and all sorts of peoples of all sorts of con- 
ditions, And the sum total of these allowances surpasses 
the revenue and expenditure of several of the kings of the 
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"There is a great city on the shores of the 
Ocean Sea, which is called in the Persian tongue, Zayton, 
and in this city a rich Armenian lady did build a large 
and fine enough church, which was erected into a cathedral 
by the Archbishop himself of his own free will, The lady 
assigned it, with a competent endowment which she pro- 
vided during her life and secured by will at her death, 
to Friar Gerard and the Bishop, and the friars who were 
with him, and he became accordingly the first occupant of 
the cathedral, 

"After he was dead however and buried therein, 
the Archbishop wished to make me his successor in the 
church, But as I did not consent to accept the position 
he bestowed it upon Friar and Bishop Peregrine before 
mentioned, The latter, as soon as he found an opportunity 
proceeded thither, and after he had governed the church 
for a few years, in the year of the Lord 1322, the day. 
after the octave of St. Peter anda St. Paul, he breathed 
his last, 

"Nearly four years before his decease, 
finding myself for certain reasons uncomfortable at 
Cambalech, I obtained permission that the before-mention- 
ed alafa or imperial charity be allowed me at the said 
city of Zayton, which is about three weeks journey 
distant from Cambalech, This concession I obtained,as I 
have said, at my earnest request, and setting out with 
eight horsemen allowed me by the Emperor, I proceeded on 


my journey, being everywhere received with great honor, 
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On my arrival ( the Frair Peregrine being still alive) 

I caused a convenient and handsome church to be built in 
& certain grove, a quarter of a mile outside the city; 
with all the offices sufficient for twenty-two friars, 
and with four apartments such that any one of them is good 
enough for a church dignitary of any-rank, In this place 
I continue to dwell, living upon the imperial dole before 
mentioned the value of which, according to the estimate 
of the Genoese merchants, amounts in a year to 100 gold 
florins or thereabouts. Of this allowance, I have Spent 
the greatest part in the construction of the church; and 
I know none among all the convents of the province to be 
compared to it in elegance ama @ll other amenities, 

"And so not long after the death of Friar 
Peregrine I received a decree from the archbishop 
appointing me to the aforesaid cathedral church, and to 
this appointment I now assented for good reasons, So I 
abide now sometimes in the house or church in the city, 
and sometimes in my convent outside, as it suits me. And 
my health is good, and as far as one could look forward 
at my time of life, I may yet labor in this field for 
Some years to come: but my hair is grey, which is owing 
to constitutional infirmities as well as to age, 

"Tis a fact that in this vast empire there 
are people of every nation under heaven, and of every 
sect, and all and sundry are allowed to live freely 
according to their creed, For they hold this Opinion, 


or rather this erroneous view, that everyone can find 
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"salvation in his own religion, Howbeit we are allowed 

to preach without let or hindrance, Of the Jews and Sar- 
acens there are indeed no converts, but many of the idol- 
aters are baptized; though in sooth, many of the baptized 
walk not rightly in the path of Christianity." (1) 

We know nothing further of Gerard and Pere- 
grine. The letter shows that Andrew was probably not happy 
working with Archbishop John, but after his establishment 
as Bishop of Zaitun he may have been able to do good 
work, There is possibly one other reference to Andrew in 
the account of an embassy from the Great Khan to Pope 
Benedict XII in 1336 when the letter of the Alani chiefs 
referred to above was delivered, The embassy consisted 
of "Andrew, the Frank", and fifteen others, and reached 
the Pope in 1338 with requests for a number of things, but 
especially for the Pope's blessing and a successor to 
Archbishop John, It would seem that John was not only 
the first but also the last effective archbishop of 
Cambalee, A Successor, Friar Nicholas (professor of theol- 
ogy at the University of Paris) was sent out in 1333 with 
twenty-six priests and six lay brothers, but it is not 
known that he or his party ever reached Cambalec, We do 
have a record, however, of an embassy sent by the Pope 
to the Khan in 1538, replying to the embassy from Cambalec 
mentioned above, It seems that the Pope appointed four en- 
voys, all of them Franciscans, but the only account which 
has been preserved for us is that by John Marignolli of 
Florence, who writes as though he were the chief, not the 
Sole representative of the pontiff. The party leftAvignon 
December 1338 but due to many delays in taking the over- 
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land route, did not reach Cambalec until the summer of 
1442, As John spent several years in Cambalec , and later 
visited Zaitun, from whence he sailed for Europe, I shall 
quote what he has to say about mission work in China at 
the time, 

"We came to Cambalec," he says,"the chief seat 
of the empire of the east. Of its incredible magnitude , 

. population, and military array, we will say nothing, But 
the Grand Khan, when he beheld the great horses, and the 
Pope's presents, with his letter, and King Robert's too, 
with their golden seals, and when he saw us also, he 
rejoiced greatly, being delighted, yea, exceedingly de- 
lighted with everything and treated us with greatest 

| honor, And when I entered the Khan's presence, it was in 
full vestal garments, with a very fine cross carried before, 
and candles and incense, whilst Creda in unum Deum was 
chanted, in that glorious palace where he dwells, And when 
the chant was sided I bestowed a full benediction which 

he received with all humility. 

"And so we were dismissed to one of the Im- 
perial apartments which had heen most elégzantzy fitted up 
for us; and two princes were appointed to attend to all 
our wants, And this they did in the most liberal manner, 
not merely as regards meat and drink, but even down to 
such things as paper for lanterns, whilst all necessary 
servants were also detached from the court to wait upon 
us, And so they tended us for nearly four years, never 


faining to treat us with unbounded respect, And I should 
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"add that they kapt us and all our establishment clothed 
in costlyraiment, And considering that we were thirty-two 
persons, what the Khan expended for all purposes on our 
account must have amounted, as well as I can calaulate 
to more than four thousand marks, And we had many and 
glorious disputations with the Jews and other sectaries; 
and we made also a great harvest of souls in that empire, 

"The Minor Friars in Cambalec have a cathe- 
dral church immediately joining the palace, with a proper 
residence for the Archbishop, and other churches in the 
city besides, and they have bells too, and all the clergy 
have their subsistence from the Emperor's table in the 
most honorable manner, 

"And when the Emperor saw that nothing would 
induce me to,abide there, he gave me leave to return to 
the Pope , carrying presents from him, with an allowance 
for three years expenses and with the request that either 
I or someone else should be sent speedily back with the 
rank of Cardinal, and with full powers, to be Bishop there; 
for the office of Bishop is highly venerated by all the 
Orientals, whether they be Christians or no. He should 
also be of the Minorite order, because these are the only 
priests that they are acquainted with; ana they think that 
the Pope is always of that Order because Pope Girolamo 
(Nicholas IV) was so who sent them that legate whom the 
Tartars and Alans venerate as a saint, viz., Friar John of 
Monte Corvino of the Order of Minorites, of whom we have 
already spoken." (1) 


John Marignolli returned to Kurope and was 


1, Yule. Cathay. vol. 3. p. 213, ff, 
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later made Bishop of Bisignano, in Calabria, He never 
went back to China and the information which we have of 
the Franciscan missions there after 1340 is very scanty. 
A number of names of archbishops of Cambalec are listed 
as the successors of John of Monte Corvino, but it is 
practically certain that none of them ever lived in 
Cambalec, None was there when Marignolli lived at the 
court, And the only reference to reusceae of Andrew 
of Perugia, is one which tells us of the martyrdom of 
James of Florence, Archbishop of Zaitun, in 1362, 


‘even oH ssixdelsd mE onangteté to qodeld bam ede 
to svad sw fist tiw fol ssmrotmat eit dirs eorkd ot toad anew 
yensos pier al OdéL r9di8 onedd exotaetm asoetonett odd 
hodeid ems poLadmed to sqonetddoss to Benen to sedeurs A 


a om tar contro) edioM * to slot to ero sesonuE ond BS 


ad bevel Shee. wext to enon taat Bledz00 Uleottosng 


edt vs pevit ELfosrp ait ronw sted? BEw ‘eno. ooLadaad 


wosbonn to nOBBeooNe # of somerteter ‘ino edd bra S09. 


to mobmytcsn eit To ex alfes iio Lew e110 et sigured to 


+-898E te  apeeal to y Gonstddors ,eone70l 20: roma 


74 
Chapter IX 

The Close of the Fourteenth Century Missions in China 

The period of Franciscan missions in China 
“came definitely to a close in 1368 when the Chinese Ming 
Dynasty was established and Chu Yuen Chang drove out the 
Mongol rulers, With the expulsion of the Mongols, the 
days of. tolerance for Christianity were passed, and though 
we read that Pope Urban V in 1370 went William of Prato, 
professor at the University of Paris, to be Arehbishop 
of Peking, and in 1371, Francis of Podio as papal legate 
with a number of companions, nothing has ever been heard. 
of them, The mission seems to have disappeared complete- 
ly. In Fukien the missionaries of the 17th century found 
three stones engraved with crosses, These were unearthed 
near Ch'uan-chow, or Zaitun, which had been an important 
mission center in the fourteenth century. Whether the stones 
are relics of the Nestorian or Franciscan Christianity 
of the earlier century has not been definitely determined, 
One of these stones at Ch'uan-chow was recently described 
and photographed by Father Amaiz, Pelliot publishes a 
copy of the photograph in the T'oung Pao for 1914. (p, 644) 
There are undoubtedly Buddhist influences to be seen in 
the engraving of a seated figure, cross-legged with folded 
hands, with wings, with a cross on its breast, and a 
large cross above its head, It is possible also that there 
are symbols of the lotus and clouds here Similar to those 
which we find on the Nestorian tablet at Sianfu. As Peiliot 


Suggests "This infinetely curious monument raises problems 


of origin which are delicate enough, " As he does not 
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attempt to solve them, I shall not pene to do so. 
Friar Pascal 

Before discussing the reasons for this dis- 
appearance I should like to include a quotation from the 
writings of another Franciscan missionary to Asia, who 
though he did not reach Cambalec, labored with burning 
zeal in the western part of the great continent. This was 
Friar Pascal, a Spaniard, who wrote a letter in 1538 
from Armalec, the capital of the Khans in Turkestan, He 
was martyred with several of his brethren in 1339 or 1340, 
but his letter has such a ring of earnestness and zeal 
thatrI include a quotation, just to show of what stuff 
these Franciscan missionaries were made, He tells of his 
experiences with the Saracens on the way to Turkestan in 
the following words: 

"Hence I was long tarrying among the Saracens 
and I preached to them for several days openly and pub- 
licly the name of Jesus Christ and his Gospel, I opened 
out and laid bare the cheats, falsehoods, and blunders 
of their false prophet; with a loud voice ana in public, 
I did confound their barkings; and trusting in our Lord 
Jesus Christ I was not very much atraia of tnem, but re 
ceivea trom tne Holy Spirit comtort anda lignt. They 
treated me civilly and set me in front of their mosque 
during their Easter; at which mosque, on account of its 
being their Easter, there were assembled from various | 
quarters a number of their Cadini, i.e, of their bishops, 


and of their Talismani, i.e. of their priests, And guided 
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" by the teaching of the Holy Ghost I disputed with 
them in that same place before the mosque, on theology, 
and regarding their false Alchoran and its doctrine, for 
five and twenty days; and in fact I was barely able once 
a day to snatch a meal of bread of water, 

"But by the grace of God the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity ws disclosed and preached to them, and at 
last even they, and in spite of their reluctance, had to 
admit the truth of it; and thanks be to the Almighty 
God, I carried off the victory on all points, to the 
praise and honor of Jesus Christ and of Holy Mother Church, 
And then these children of the devil tried to tempt me 
and pervert me with bribes, Pod tesnd me wives and hand- 
maidens, gold and silver and lands, horses and cattle, 
and other delights of this world, But wnen in every way 
I rejected all their iehiged with scorn, then for two 
days together they pelted me with Stones, besides putting 
fire to my face and my feet, Plucking out my beard, and 
heaping upon me for a length of time all kinds of insult 
and abuse, The blessed God, through whom poor, I am able 
to rejoice and exult in the Lord Jesus Christ, knoweth 
that 'tis by his marvellous compassion alone I have been 
Judged worthy to bear such things for his name," (1) 


Conditions in Asia and Europe in 
the late Fourteenth Century 


The reasons for the disappearance of Catholie 
missions in China for approximately two centuries are, of 
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course, ,various, and we ohnnet he certain that we know 
them all. A. C. Moule has Suggested eight or nine main 
reasons, including the lack of a real system of education, 
lack of trained native leaders or native organization 
lack of Christian literature, preaching in a controver- 
Sial spirit, foreign aspects of the message and methods 
of the missionaries, and a practical alliance with, and 
dependence upon the hated Mongol rulers, These reasons 
undoubtedly explain why Catholic Christianity had a hard 
time surviving the downfall of the Yuen Dynasty in China, 
but they would not be sufficient it seems to me, to ex- 
plain,why no missionaries were sent from Europe during a 
period of nearly two hundred years, It would seem that 
& combination of circumstances worked against the success- 
ful undertaking of missions in China in the last three 
decades of the 14th century, In China were the intoler- 
ant Mings, In western Asia was Timur or Tamerlane, whose 
wars of conquest made travelling across his dominions 
almost an impossibility. But the most serious difficulty 
in the way of missionary work was the unrest and division 
in the Catholic church itself, In 1377 came the great 
schism, with two rival popes and colleges of cardinals 
at Rome and at Avignon, 

Not only was the papacy divided , The Francis- 
can order itself was divided and there were as many min- 
isters general as there were popes! The Order of Minor 
Friars which had always been independent of bishops and 


other ecclesiastical authorities, recognizing only its 
own officers and the pope, now found itself in serious 
1.Moule'" The East and the West? Oct.1914, p.400, ff, 


hy 7 ae 
wont ew tedd aistres ed tommea ow Sus ,avotrtav,, seiv09 
mien ent vo tigie heteesgve esd elvoM .2 LA ifs mod dt 
 mokdsossbo to motaye [ser # to aosl ont ani bufort _aoasst 
motdssinsato eviten 10 atebasl oviten -bontend to foal 
-tevorisoo 8 mt piidosomy ,omdareti£ mettetild to tosl 
eboddom Bae ogsecem ot to atooges matetot ,tintiqe Late 
Bans Atiw eexsifia [setioenq & Bas ceettsnoteetm eit to 
enosset eset? ,otelvt Loynol betsd edt noqu sorebneqet 
Busd s bad yttasitetsid otfodiad ywiw atelqxe Ulbetdvobns 
SuEdD mk ysesmyl woud edd to LLetawod od? gaiviviwe omit 
4X6 of ,0m OF amooe U1 dnololtiva ed son biuow yodd ted 
2 grb-tis eqoiwil mort tea e1ow settsnoleaim on ydw, sislg 
fait meee biuow t1 ,e1sey hexbaud owd ylasen to botteg 
—-eesenre sit senitsas 5extow seonstemvetto to nottsnidmoo s 
_ getit geal odd at entdd at anoteetm to antdaetrebay Let 
-ofotut edt stew sxidd mI .yurtmeo Atel edt to ashaoed 
éeoiw ,omalremsT +o usmiT eaw sish oteteew nl ,egniM tae 
_ Bfotatmoh aid BBOToS atiifevsett ebem vaoupnoo to etew 
ydiveltti5 svolzee teom edt duh .¥silidteeoqmt as teomls 
motatvidS bys teem ont caw atow yisnolaetm to Yew edd ot 
$sets ot omen VIEL mI ,.tleeti doaudo olfonts) edd mt 
stant poss to seasifoo bas 2eeqoq Levit ows atiw ,metdos 
| romaivA ts bas emoi vs 

-sionsti of . bebivis gosqad? eit saw yino tou 
-nim yaam es ovew stadé Bbns bebivid eew Tleadt rebio Heo 
sontM to tebtO oAT leeqog stew oxedt ap Ievenesn atevead 
Sas sqyodeid to trrobroqe bit nood eyewls bad dotdw eteiad 
ati xino anistnposot ,29ttivodtus [setva.! 21006 Tons 


avoftea mt tTfeeti Savot wom ,sqoq edt bas sisolito us 
+> B50 f, tas ee ' ; ei - 
ait ,O03.¢ ,dfef. 300 . tes ont Sune Desk ed? (ein 


78 


aifficulties, There were disputes between Franciscans 
and Dominicans, and between parties in the order itself, 
some favoring a strict observance of the rule of poverty, 
others advocating a more lax interpretation, These disputes 
had been common in the order of course from the time of 
Friar Elias, but the great schism in the papacy threw 
the organization into a state of the greatest confusion, 
with rival popes naming rival generals to govern the order, 
Unity was not restored until the election of Martin V 
as Pope in 1417, and then for only a few years until a 
very serious rupture in the order took place, The"Conven- 
tuals" or party favoring laxity, obtained a brief "Ad 
statum " from Martin V in 1450, which allowed them to 
hold property like all other orders. The "Observants" or 
party of strict rule, insisted that no property should be 
held by the order as such, but that all titles were to 
be vested in the name of the Pope, The official sanction 
of the Pope to the holding of property by the Conventuals 
therefore made a split in the Franciscan order inevitable, 
For nearly a century there was strife between the two 
factions, until in 1517, at a chapter general called by 
Pope Leo X, the Observants were declared an independent 
order, the true Order of St. Francis, and separated en- 
tirely from the Conventuals, They at once began to show 
vigorous vitality. It was the time of the Reformation 


which was seriously affecting the Franciscans, annihilating 
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entire provinces in some parts of Germany and northern 
Europe, The controversy now swung from within the order 
to efforts directed against the Protestant reformers, It 
therefore is not surprising that the Catholic church 
sent out very few missionaries in the 15th century or 
that Branéiscan’friars:|, soufar as we know, did not 


venture to try to reach China from about 1370 until after 
the middle of the 16th century, 
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Chapter x 
The Revival of Missions to China 
Portuguese in China 
In the late 15th century and early years of 
the 16th century there was a new age of exploration, and 
with the interest aroused by stories of returned voyagers, 
there came a new desire for missionary enterprise, The 
Portuguese were the first Europeans to establish inter- 
course with China in the new Age. In 1516 Perestrello 
sailed from Malacea on a voyage of inquiry, A year later 
De Andrade , with four Portuguese and four Malay ships 
reached St. John's (San ch'uan) island, and was allowed 
to enter Canton, His conciliatory behavior made a good 
impression, but later Portuguese voyagers and traders 
acted in such a way, being overbearing and a adeu ee 
that the Chinese were driven to Oppose them and excluded 
them, and all foreigners, from entering China, The Portu- 
guese, however, in 1557, did gain permission to occupy 
the extremity of the island, or peninsula, of Macao, 
southeast of the port of Canton, They were separated from 
the Chinese by a wall which the latter built across 
the isthmus, 
Coming of the Jesuits 

The first missionary of note to go to the far 
east in the modern period was Francis Xavier, of the society 
of Jesus, who died at Macao in 1552, China at the time was 


of course closed to westerners, but missionaries were able 
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to work in the Phillipines, From Manila Friar Pierre de 
Alfaro came to Macao Wide he founded the Convent of Notre 
Dame des Anges in 1580. He was a Spanish Franciscan of 
whom we know little more than this, and that he was un- 
Successful in his attempts to enter China, The founder of 
modern Catholic missions in China was Matteo Ricci, of the 
Society of Jesus, who reached Macao in 1582, and was able 
before his death in 1610, to win a great number of con- 
verts and also to find much favor at the Imperial court 
because of his learning and knowledge of science, As we 
are confining our study to the history of Franciscan mis- 
sions, Ricci's methods and work do not need to be dis-~ 
cussed here, It is enough to say that due to his efforts 
China again became a land open, at least in large part, 
to the work of foreign missionaries, It should also be 
added that the work of foreign missions in this period 
from the late 16th to the early 18th centuries - is main- 
Ly nee of the Jesuits. They predominate in influence at 
the court of Peking and the great names of the period 
are practically all those of Jesuits, 
Antonio de Santa Maria 

The real founder of modern Franciscan 
missions in China was a Spanish friar - Antonio de 
Santa Maria, In 1633 he and a companion began mission 
work in Fukien in a vicinity where Jesuits and Dominicans 
were already laboring, Very soon after the Franciscans 
arrived, they and the Dominicans, who had preceded them 
only by two years,became alarmed by the attacks on the 


purity of religion’. which they thought they discovered 
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in the communities founded oy tee Jesuits, At once a 
controversy was started between the Dominicans and the 
Franciscans on the one hand and the Jesuits on the 
other, which was not finally settled until more than 
a century later. 
The Rites Controversy 

Without going tinto a detailed discussion 
of the controversy, a brief statement of the points at 
issue is necessary, The contention of Ricci, and the 
Jesuits who followed him, had been that the Chinese terms 
"T'ien"and "Shang-ti" for Supreme Being could be used 
without change to designate the true God of the Christ- 
ians, Ricci and later Jesuits were also convinced that 
the Chinese rites and ceremonies in honor of ancestors, 
and of Confucius, had no religious eihattiveness either 
in their institution or practice by the enlightened eclass- 
es, Both these positions seemed to the Dominicans and 
Franciscans to be dangerous and liable to hinder the 
cause of true Christianity more than to help it. They be- 
lieved that the Chinese ideas suggested by the terms 
"f'ien"” and"Shang-ti" were not the same that Christians 
had when they used the word God, amd they further believed 
that there were superstitions attached to the ceremonies 
in honor of ancestors which made it impossible for true 
Christians to practise them, Without taking sufficient 
time to become acquainted with Chinese matters perhaps, 
and to learn exactly what was done in the Jesuit missions, 


the Dominicans and Franciscans sent a denunciation to the 
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Bishop of the Phillipines, The matter was referred to 
Pope Urban VIII in 1635, but no immediate action wits taken 
by the Holy See with regard to it. While the question was 
being discussed and debated between missionaries and in 
Rome, the Franciscan missionaries after only four years 
work in Fukien found themselves expelled from China, Cordier 
suggests that " excess of zeal, ignorance of local customs, 
OF some such reason was the cause of their expulsion, 
Nevertheless, Antonio de Santa Maria did not leave the 
country for long. In 1665 he was the only Franciscan in 
China and when persecution broke out, he joined 19 Jesuits 
and 3 Dominicans - in Canton - where they all lived inthe 
same house for five years, This gave the missionaries a 
fine opportunity to try to settle their differences by con- 
ference, In 1668 we are told that the conferences had 
resulted in an agreement of all the missionaries, except 
possibly Friar Antonio, who was "very zealous, but extreme- 
ly uncompromising," 

The controversy over Chinese rites continued 
as we have said, for over a hundred years, Mission work 
was carried on in China very successfully, however, es- 
pecially by the Jesuits, during the second half of the 17th 
century. So successful were they in winning the approval 
of Emperor K'ang Hsi that in 1692 he published an edict of 
toleration which permitted the preaching of Christianity 
without restraint throughout the Empire, It seemed that 


everything was favorable to the extension of Christianity 
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in China, but the controversy between missionaries 
brought them and their cause into trouble once more, 

In 1700 the Jesuits in Peking secured a declaration from 
K'ang Hsi, whereby he affirmed that honors paid to Con- 
fucius and to ancestors were of a purely civil and polit- 
ical character, and in nowise religious, This incensed 
the opponents of the Jesuits who accused them of having 
Submitted a question of purely religious nature to the 
judgment of a pagan prince. The idea of the Jesuits had 
been merely to secure an official and authoritative de- 
claration concerning the customs of the country. This 
declaration, however, gave offense to Rome; and later in 
1704, when the Holy Office finally published a decree 
prohibiting the use of the terms "T'ien" and "Shangsti" 
and forbidding as tainted with superstition, certain honors 
hitherto allowed in reverence to ancestors and Confucius, 
K'ang Hsi was also offended, The papal legate, de Tournon, 
who delivered the decree in China, was honorably received 
in Peking upon his arrival in December, 1705, As soon as 
K'ang Hsi . As soon as Ktang Hsi discovered the purpose 
of his mission however he ordered him to leave the eapital, 
The emperor could not understand how anyone - even the 
Pope - should have the temerity to dispute his decision 
regarding the meaning of Chinese terms and ceremonies, 

He therefore issued a decree ordering all missionaries 
under penalty of expulsion from the country to be 
furnished with a p'iao authorizing them to preach the 
gospel, and the p'iao would be granted only to those 


who promised to approve the rites of the country. 
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De Tournon at once issued @ mandate condemn- 
ing the Chinese rites and the use of the terms "T'ien" 
and "Shang-ti" for designating the true God, Thereupon 
the emperor banished him to Macao, where he died in a 
Portuguese prison in 1710, The missionaries were divided 
in regard to obeying the legate's injunctions, Bishop 
Maigrot of Fukien, Superior of the Paris Foreign Missions 
in China, and all of the members of his mission, together 
with the greater part of the Dominicans, and a few Francis- 
eans refused to accept the Imperial p'iao, and were on 
this account banished from the country. But the Franciscan 
Bishop of Peking, the Jesuits, and others accepted the ptiao 
at the same time appealing to the pope against the mandate 
of the legate, Their appeal was met with a refusal. In 1710 
the Pope approved the mandate of de Tournon, and in 1715 
to make matters perfectly clear, he published the Consti- 
tution, Ex illa die, This enjoined the strict observance 
of the decree of 1704 and required all missionaries 
laboring in China to pronounce an oath that they would obey 
it, failing which they could not perform any minister- 
ial function in the field, When the Constitution reached 
China in 1716, and the missionaries clearly understood 
the will of the Pope, all of them without exception took 
the required oath, K'ang Hsi was highly displeased by the 
Papal decision and ordered the Board of Rites to proscribe 
the practise of the Christian religion throughout the 
empire, This was in April, 1717. 

Severe Persecution 


There had been severe persecution of Christian 
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missionaries before in China, but never on such a wide- 
Spread scale as the one which followed this action of the 
Board of Rites in 1717, After efforts on the part: of a new 
papal legate in 1720 to make gencese ont by promising that 
the constitution would be mildly interpreted, the mission- 
aries found that their trouble still continued, in fact, 

in 1723, when Yung Cheng succeeded K8ang Hsi, Christian 
converts were relentlessly persecuted, no matter what 

their attitude toward the Rites, There was a general feel- 
ing that the missionaries were not in China solely for the 
sake of the gospel and the good of the Chinese, but per- 
haps as the political agents of European governments, The 
first Jesuits were Portuguese with support from their gov- 
ernment at Macao and Lisbon, The First Franciscans and 
Dominicans were Spaniards with Support from their govern- 
ment at Manila and Madrid, The later French Jesuits re- 
céived aid from Louis XIV, in founding their mission at 
Peking, Evidently the edict of 1717 and the persecutions 
following it had not cleared the country of missionaries, 
for in 1724 Yung Cheng issued a new edict, again proscrib- 
ing Christianity throughout the empire and ordering all 
missionaries except the Peking Jesuits to Canton, Because 

of their scientific knowledge, the Peking missionaries 

were allowed to remain, When they plead with the emperor 

to rescind his edict, he is reported to have replied, " Yéu 
wish that all the Chinese should become Christian; your law 
demands it, I well know: but, in such a case, what would we 
become? The subjects of your kings! The Christians 


whom you make do not recognize us; in a time of trouble 
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" they would listem to no other voice than Yours. 4. 
will permit you to live here and at Canton just so long 
as you give me no cause for complaint, and,if that should 
happen, I will not permit you to remain either here or 

at Canton,'t1)As can be imagined, this did not give the 
missionaries much security, Though many left the interior, 
others remained with their converts, undergoing frequent 
and severe persecution, In the province of Fukien a most 
severe persecution broke out in 1730, 

Ch'ien Lung, son of Yung Cheng, succeeded to 
the throne in 1736, In the same year he issued an edict 
prohibiting the preaching of the doctrine under penalty 
of death, The persecution of Christians broke out in 
Fukien with renewed fury in 1741 and bym1747 it had 
Spread throughout the empire, Three years earlier in 1744 - 
the papal bull, ex quo singulare, was publishedin China, 
finally settling the Rites Controversy. This reiterated 
in positive terms the requirements named in the constitu- 
tion, Ex illa die, of 1715, This was the end of a century- 
long dispute, and also practically the termination of 
missionary work in China until the next century. 

Penount of Ripa 

During the period from the 16th century to 
the present day, it is impossible to divorce the work 
of the Franciscan missionaries from that of the other 
Catholic organizations in China, We find record of 
Franciscan friars at work im the interior province of 


Kiang-si in 1710 in an account written by Father Ripa 


1, Henriom,Histiore des Missions Catholique, Vol, 2,0. 008; 
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who tells of finding them at two places as he journeyed 
from Canton to Peking, He was an Italian of the propa- 
ganda Mission who spent thirteen years in Peking and 
later returned to Italy soon after Yung Cheng came to,the 
throne, His impressions of missionaries whom he met on 
his travels through the interior of China is interesting 
though of course it does not refer only, or particularly 
to Minor Friars, There may be a reason for the continued 
and severe persecution of the foreign missionary during 
the following century, He says ,"I may here take occasion 
to observe that, if our European missionaries in China 
would conduct themselves with less ostentation, and 
accomodate their manners to persons of all ranks and 
conditions, the number of converts would be immensely in- 
creased; for the Chinese possess excellent natural 
abilities and are both prudent and docile, But, unfortunate- 
ly our missionaries have adopted a lofty and pompous 
manner known in China by the appellation of "ti-mien' 
Their garments are made of the richest materials; they 
go nowhere on foot, but always in sedans, on horseback, 
or in boats, and with numerous attendants following them, 
With a few honorable exceptions, all the missionaries 
live in this manner; and thus, as they never mix with 
the people, they make but few converts, The diffusion 
of our religion in these parts has been almost entirely 
owing to the catechists, who are in their service, to 
other Christians, or to the distribution of Christian 


books in the Chinese language, Thus there is scarcely a 


Single missionary who can boast of having made a convert 
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"by his own preaching for they merely baptize those who 
have already been converted by others," (1) 
Progress in spite of Persecution 

Though there undoubtedly were missionaries of 
the type described by Father Ripa, there were also many 
faithful and humble followers of Christ, who carried the 
gospel message to the Chinese by their lives as well as 
their words, Of these we may be sure that the Franciscan 
movement furnished its full Share, though, just because 
they were of the character that they were, their names 
are unknown to us, In spite of persecution, all of the 
friars did not leave the country, During the reign of Chia 
Ch'in, who followed Ch'ien Lung in 1796, and ruled until 
1820, though persecution was very severe, missionaries 
were found throughout the interior of China, In 1820, 
Father Clet, a French Lazarist, was strangled at Wuchang, 
Nothing could prevent the intrepid missionaries from 
carrying on their work, however, and we read of the be- 
heading Monsignor Dufresse, Vicar Apostolic of Szechwan 
in 1825, and that another Lazarist was martyred at Wuchang 
in 1840. The work languished and was carried on under in- 
describable difficulties through the century from 1744- 
1844, but it did not die out this time, as it apparently 
did after the expulsion of the Mongols in 1368. Christian- 
ity had really taken root among the masses of China, A 
French writer in 1844 Speaks of the missionaries in the 
following terms: "Protected and proscribed, honored and 


1, Ripa, Memoirs, p, 43, 
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"persecuted by turns, raised today to the dignities of 
the Imperial court, to be ticewn Sate prison or conducted 
to execution tomorrow, the missionaries persevered in 
their glorious task, without being for a moment dazzled 
by the prospects of a precarious favor, or cast down 
by the inflictions of the most fearful hostility. . Their 
progress is slow, but this has not damped their hopes, 
The faith advances by insensible degrees but it never re- 
cedes, God only knows how many years or how many centuries 
how much devotion, and how much martyrdom may be required 


to complete the work," (1) 


—_—_-——————— 


1, MacNair, China's International Relations, p. 219, 
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Chapter XI 
Modern Catholic Missions since 1844 
Edict of Toleration, 1844 
A new day dawned for missionaeiés in 1844, 


when M, de Lagrené, envoy of King Louis Philippe of France 


in obtoins 


Succeededathe nullification of Yung Ch'eng's edict of 1724, 
The commission of which Monsieur de Lagrené was the head, 
secured, among other things, a rescript from emperor Tao 
Kuang granting "all natives ana foreigners without distine- 
tion who learn and practise the religion of the Lord of 
Heaven(i.e,, Roman Catholicism), and do not excite trouble 
by improper conduct (may ) be exempted from the charge 
of criminality. (1) But the work of missionaries was to 
to desinite 
be limited,aréas, as in the later days of K'ang Hsi, and 
in the time of Yung Cheng and Ch'ien Lung, for the re- 
Script continues, "As to those of the French and other 
foreign nations, who practise the religion, let chee 
only be permitted to build churches at the five ports open 
for commercial intercourse, They must not presume to entér 
the country to propagate religion, "(2) 
Period of Great Growth 

The Catholic missionaries had continued their 
work"regardless of proscription and persecution , and in 
the year 1830 are estimated to have had as many as four 
bishops and nineteen European priests scattered over the 
empire even to Szechwan, with 200,000 converts," (3) They 
were therefore prepared to take full advantage of the new 
freedom granted them by the rescript of 1844 and from that 


time to the present, the work of Catholic missions has 


1. MacNair, China's International Relations. p.220, 
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been carried on with great energy. How many of the 
Europeans mentioned above were Franciscans we do not know, 
Por a careful distinction between the various orders is 
not made by the historians, We may be sure, however, that 
& number of them were Minor Friars, for from the time of 
Antonio de Santa Maria Franciscan missions to China had 
been constant, In 1661 Friar Bonaventura Ibanez, accom- 
panied by eight other Franciscans, reached China, Italian 
friars came in 1684, under Bernardino della Chiesa, The 
Italians began missions in the interior of China at the 
beginning of the 18th century, going first to Shensi, then 
to Shansi and Shantung and elsewhere, 

The work of the Franciscans in China through the 
years has been much the same as the work of other Catholic 
missionaries, preaching, baptizing, healing and teaching, 
The Jesuits have stressed the reaching of the literary 
and educated classes, while the Franciscans have been more — 
active in promoting charitable institutions, The trans- 
lation of the Bible was made at an early date, probably 
in the 17th century, Wylie (1) refers to a letter from 
Father LeComte in the 17th century to the confessor of 
Louis XIV in which he says that the translation of the 
Missal had been completed in order to say mass in Chinese 
but that after mature deliberation, it had been decided to 
continue to say mass in Latin, LeComte also adds that there 
were weighty reasons why a complete version of the Bible 
Should not be given to the public, According to the account 
of Dr. J. F. Gamelli Careri, (2) an Italian gentleman 
who visited Peking in 1696, the Bible was translated in 


1. W lie. Op. cit. p. 95. 
2. J 1P Ww Da 95. 
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the 17th century but not TEC When Morrison was at 
work in Canton early in the 19th century he was told on 
several occasions by Catholic missionaries and converts 
that the Old and New Testaments had been translated 

and were in use in Peking, 

In closing this study of Franciscan missions 
in China I cannot do better than to quote from typical 
statements which have been made concerning the men and 
their work, Though some of the quotations refer to 
Catholic missions in general, they apply to the Francis- 
cans, who now hold twelve of the sixty-one vicariates 
in China, quite as directly as to any other group. 

Some Estimates of Modern Catholic Missionaries 
"In 1847, Mr, Fortune found that the Roman 
Catholic missionaries ‘do not restrict themselves to 
the outports of the empire where foreigners sare per- 
mitted to trade, but penetrate into the interior and 
distribute themselves all over the country. One of their 
bishops, an Italian nobleman, resides in the province 
of Kiang-soo, a few miles from Shanghai where I have fre- 
quently met him, He dresses in the costume of the coun- 
try, and speaks the language with the most perfect 
fluency. In the place where he lives he is surrounded by 
his converts, in fact it is a little Christian village, 
where he is perfectly safe, and I believe he is seldom, 
if ever, annoyed by the Chinese authotities, 
"When new Roman Catholic missionaries arrive, 


they are met by some of the brethren, or the converts, 
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"at the port nearest their destination ae secretly 
conveyed into the interior, the Chinese dress is 
substituted for the European, their heads shaved, and in 
that state, they are conducted to the scene of their 
future labors, where they commence their study of 
the Chinese language, if they have not learned it be- 
fore, and in about two years they are able to speak it 
sufficiently well to enable them to instruct the people, 
These poor men submit to many privations and dangers for 
the cause which they have espoused, and although I do 
not approve of the doctrines they teach, I must give 
the highest praise for their enthusiasm and devotion to 
their faith, European customs, habits, and luxuries are 
all abandoned from the moment they put their feet on the 
shores of China; parents, friends, home, in many instances 
are heard of no more; before them lies a land of strangers, 
cold and unconcerned about the religion for which they have 
sacrificed everything; and they know that their graves will 
be far away from the land of their birth and the home of 
their early years, They seem to have much of the spirit 
and enthusiasm of the first preachers of the Christian 
religion, when they were sent out into the worldby their 
Divine Master, to'preach the gospel to every creature’, 
and to'obey God rather than man,' "(1) 

Mr, Consul Alabaster in his Report on the 
Trade of Hankow for 1885, writes of the Minor Fries as 


follows:" The Franciscans confine their chief operations 


1. Wolferstan, The Catholic Church in China, p. 283, 284, 
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"to the neighborhood of the port, where they have now a 
strong position; the prudence of their directors, their 
noble charities, avoiding on the one hand, sources of 
irritation, and winning them the respect and kindly 
feeling of both the authorities and people." (1) 


ene eee oe ene ee a ee 
1. Wolferstan, op. cit. p. 289. 
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Conclusion 


From the foregoing study certain conclusions 
may be drawn, One very important conclusion is that vital 
Christianity is missionary Christianity, The movement of 
Francis was vital - had the genuine touch of Christ injfit. 
and it was consequently a potent and effective missionary 
agency, AS soon as it became divided by factional strife 
within the order itself, the movement lost some of its 
missionary passion, Purifying itself, it returned again 
with great zeal to the missionary task of winning the 
world for Christ, In connection with this we may also note 
the devastating effect upon the mission work in China of 
the Rites Controversy which raged for a century between 
two groups of Christian missionaries, The point at issue 
was no doubt important and may possibly have been finally 
decided correctly, though there are a number of competent 
Scholars who hold that the Jesuit position, at least with 
regard to the names for Deity, was quite right, The method 
adopted, however, of pitting Emperor in Peking against Pope 
in Rome was wrong and inevitably brought disastrous results, 
May we not conclude that if the missionaries of that day 
could only have been more Christian intheir dealing with 
each other, China would be more Christian today, 

With regard to the history of the early 
_ Franciscan missions in China some conclusions have already 
been mentioned, They may be briefly restated, Undoubtedly 
the disappearance of Christianity after the downfall of 


the Yuen dynasty was largely due to the fact that the work 
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of missionaries had not really reached the Chinese 

people, As Pelliot Says, the Christianity of that day 

was in the main, Christianity of the non-Chinese peoples, 
Alani, Turks, Mongols, and others, The reasons why the 
missionaries did not reach the Chinese may have been 
faulty methods, as Moule Suggests, keeping Christianity 

a foreign thing, with Latin ritual, and the foreign 
missionary in complete control, a lack of real educational 
method, of a native Ministry, and of a Christian literature, 
tert These were’ 211 factors that contributed to the keeping 
of Christianity as an essentially foreign religion in 
China, It was only through terrific persecution and un= 
told hardship that the Franciscan friars and other devoted 
Catholic missionaries during the centuries which followed 
were able to.plant the seed and cultivate it so well that 
no power on earth would” be able to uproot it. 

The Latin ritual has been kept, but Chinese 
have been given an increasingly large place in the ad- 
ministration and work of the church, According to the 
latest statistics, (1) published by the Jesuit Fathers of 
Shanghai in 1928 there are now in the Catholic church in 
China 1809 foreign missionaries with 1217 native priests, 
But the number of native brothers is 368 as compared with 
277 foreign brothers, and the native sisters outnumber 
the foreign sisters two to one,There are 1117 foreign 
Sisters and 2616 native sisters, In October ,1926, the 
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1, "Franciscans in China", Feb, 1928, p. 151. 
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the consecration of six Chinese Bishops took place at 
Rome, an event of extraordinary Significance, as they 
were the first Chinese Bishops in the long history of 
the Catholic Church in China, and showing clearly the 
desire of Rome to adapt itself tothe new conditions 
there, Two of the six Bishops were Franciscans, The 
latest statisticssalso report 761 Chinese students for 
the priestshood, and give the total number of Christians 
@S 2,395,902, The Roman Church has certainly made up 
in modern years the lack of native leadership which 
contributed to the failure of early Franciscan missions, 

The type of work done by the missions has 
also been broadened, Today all the vicariates inChina 
have missionary, educational, and charitable departments, 
Under the first department comes all the work of preach- 
ing, baptizing, conducting services, etc. Educational 
work includes education of all sorts from the simplest 
elementary and vocational training to the great Siccawei 
Jesuit College at Shanghai where the most advanced courses 
in science, general culture, and theology are offered, 
The charitable department includes orphanages, foundling 
homes, hospitals, dispensaries, and other institutions 
for aiding the unfortunates, 

During the recent trouble inChina, though 
many Protestant missionaries left the country, and though 


in some instances, Catholic missionaries were forced to 
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leave their stations, because of disturbed conditions, 
So far as I have been able to learn, no Catholie mis- 
Sionary left China because of the present unsettled situ- 
ation. In the magaZine,"Franciseans in China", we catch 
a glimpse of the Spirit and work of the present day 
Franciscans there, Some of them have been killed, Some 
have had their buildings destroyed, or occupied for 
months by soldiers, Through all of these terrific exper- 
iences, the Franciscans have passed with quiet fortitude, 
China has become their home, the land of their adoption, 
Her people are their people and her isufférings their 
sufferings, Like their great leader ana founder, they 
are proving the truth of the old paradox, "having nothing, 
yet possessing all things," 

I am wondering if they do not have a lesson 
to teach us of today about correct methods of missionary 


work! 
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